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PREFACE. 



It has been suggested to the author of the fol- 
lowing pages that a '^ juvenile life," so to speak, 
of Hosea Ballou, might be of general benefit, and 
very acceptable to the community at large. Acting 
upon this prompting, and the judgment of his pub- 
lisher, the author has gathered, in a more con- 
densed form, the principal features of his father's 
life, and has endeavored to adapt the same to the 
comprehension and interest of youth, that they 
may read it with pleasure and profit. He has 
deemed the advantage of the goodly example he 
could illustrate to be of eminent importance, and 
has issued the following effort of his pen with an 
humble desire that it may be productive of health- 
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VI PREFACE. 

ful entertaiixment and real good to his youthful 
readers. 

The author has not attempted to produce any 
new phases of biographical record in the present 
unpretending volume; but simply, as is indicated, 
has endeavored to adapt the reading of the subject, 
which has already been more elaborately treated, 
to the comprehension and interest of youth, and 
particularly to produce a work suitable for Sab- 
bath-school libraries. The reader, therefore, of the 
larger edition of the Biography of Hosea Ballou, 
by the same author, will not be surprised at ob- 
serving a similarity of matter. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Birth -place of Hosea Ballou — His cottage home — No earl^ 
advantages — Loss of his mother — Scanty clothing and 
hardship — Influence of the rough nurture he experienced — 
A hint to the young reader — A cheerful and brave heart -^ 
Learning to read — Teaches himself to write — A novel mode 
— A contrast — Physical as well as mental instruction neces- 
sary — The village green — Gathering wild berries, and use 
of the money they brought — The Bible — Promise of his 
youth — Principles taught in those days — Reasons for doing 
right — The law of Heaven — Controversies with his father. 

More than eighty years ago, when New Eng- 
land was comparatively in its youth, — when the 
capitals of its six states, now large and populous 
cities, were but moderate-sized towns, when the 
localities now covered with smiling and thrifty 
villages were but uncleared forests, in which the 
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trail of the red man was not yet obliterated, and 
where the cougar still sought his prey, — there was 
bom, in the town of Richmond, N. H., April 80, 
1771, a child whose birth in that secluded spot 
gave little promise of his future eminence. This 
child, the youngest of a family of eleven brothers 
and sisters, was named by his parents Hosea ; and 
it is the story of his life that we are about to 
relate for the entertainment of the youthful reader. 

The biography of any individual, oj sufficient 
prominence to claim public attention and record, 
is only truly useful so &r as it shall present to 
us, in its main features and characteristics, a 
worthy example for our guidance, and such prom- 
inent points of excellence as shall create a spirit 
of emulation within us. It is with a view to illus- 
trate the truly Christian life of Hosea Ballou, 
from his childhood up, — his perseverance in duty, 
his patience under hardship, his manful struggle 
with iron fortune, and to show to what happy 
results the exercise of good and noble principles 
will surely lead, — that we are now writing this 
memoir. 

We shall endeavor, in these pages, to illustrate 
the beautiful harmony of a truly Christian char- 
acter, the beauty of whose private life accorded 
with that of his public career, through whose exist- 
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ence religion ran like a silver thread, linking all 
its component parts together, — who " showed the 
path to heaven and led the way." We shall point 
out to the young reader the manner by which the 
subject of this biography rose to the elevated sti^ 
tion which he filled, and portray to them his char- 
acter and habits and principles, aa evinced in the 
private walks of life, and amid those associations 
common to us all. 

The home wherein Hosea was bom was an 
humble, unpretending cottage, simple in structure, 
and still more simple in its furniture and surround- 
ings ; but it is not gilded walls nor stately palaces 
that bring content to the heart That can only 
come from an inward sense of rectitude, and a 
clear conscience. This consciousness was the af- 
fluent possession of the whole family, who were* 
under the pious direction and guardianship of a 
devout father, whose calling was that of a Baptist 
clergyman. Though their meals were frugal, 
their clothing very simple, and their duties con- 
stant, and sometimes severely laborious, yet it was 
a happy and contented household. 

None of the many appliances and conveniences 
for instruction and amusement which now grace 
the humblest homes, and add a sweet charm to the 
domestic circle, were to be observed in that which 
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we describe ; no unpretending but suggestiye pio- 
tureB graced the walk ; no instruotive games lay 
inyitinglj upon the tables. Books, which im- 
provements in the arts have now placed within the 
reach of the poorest, were too rare and expensive 
for the possession of his &ther's family, while a 
newspaper was a still greater rarity. Schools 
there were none, and those advantages which prog- 
ress has vouchsafed to all in our happy country 
were then as a sealed book to the poor. 

While Hosea was yet but two years of age the 
tenderest tie of nature was severed by the loss of 
his mother, a bereavement the severity of which 
only those who have suffered by its affliction can 
estimate. Thus was he deprived of that tender 
guidance and instruction which is the sweetest and 
* most indelible memory of after years, — the im- 
pressive fireside lessons received at a mother's knee. 
There are few men, however great in the world's 
estimation, who do not trace back to the sacred 
influence of this association all there is of purity 
and Christian goodness in their lives. At the 
time of his mother's death, Hosea was so young 
that no distinct memory of her remained in his 
mind. The treasure was gone before he could 
realisse its value. 

His father, who was a most devout and conscien- 
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tions GhriBtian, fireely gave his professional ser- 
vices in behalf of his Lord and Master ; and, as he 
would on no account receive any pecuniary remu- 
neration for his pulpit labors, he was forced to 
adopt the most rigid rules of economy in his do- 
mestic affidrs, and to labor hard upon the soil to 
obtain even the simplest necessities, and often even 
these were not to be had. So extreme, at times, 
was the poverty of the &mily, that Hosea wore 
neither shoes nor stockings upon his feet even in 
the inclemency of winter, when the grounds about 
the cottage were covered with ice and snow. His 
clothing otherwise was often scanty enough, and 
ill adapted to his necessity. But there was no re- 
pining upon his lips, his tongue uttered no com- 
plaint ; and, spite of all, hardship, all deprivation, 
the glow of health mantled his cheeks, and his 
buoyant heart throbbed cheerfully in his young 
breast. 

It is not to the lap of luxury that we are to 
look for the source of manly character and manly 
virtues. The rough nurture of his early years 
most unquestionably fitted Mr. Ballou for the 
battle of life which he was destined to fight. It 
trained him for the long and severe joumeyings 
of his apostolic missions, and it warmed his sym- 
pathies for the poor, wlule it gave him that indif- 



dbyGoogk 



16 LIFE-STORY OF HOSBA BALLOU. 

ference to eaae and luxury which so largely con- 
duces to true mental independence. It taught 
him also to rely, under Providence, upon himself; 
and these early privations, while they strengthened 
and indurated him, rendered the honorably ac- 
quired competence and comforts of his later years 
in life doubly grateful and acceptable. 

Let my young readers, if ever tempted to re- 
pine at some imaginary deprivation, or if exercised 
by a spirit of discontent at some seeming hard- 
ship, pause for a moment and contrast their situar- 
tion with that of the child of whom we speak, and 
profit by the lesson. The clear, welling spring of 
contentment must bubble up from within our own 
heart ; and those who attempt to find it by out- 
ward change of circumstance will, sooner or later, 
discover their mistake. It has been beautifully 
said that ^* heaven lies about us in our in&ncy." 
Then let not the young mar the loveliness of this 
paradise of youth, by repining at the lot which is 
apportioned to them. 

The boy of whom we are now writing was too 
poor in worldly possessions to sufier any poverty 
of feeling : and thus do we ever see the gracious 
law of compensation in all its force and beauty. 
Though Providence had so thinly clothed him, and 
so scantily fed him, yet it pla<}ed a brave, bright 
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and cheerful spirit within him, that caused him to 
make light of these inconveniences. If involuntary 
tears started from his eyes by pain caused from 
his frost-bitten feet, he laughed them away, and 
was gratified by an approving look and kind word 
from that &ther who was forced to witness the 
privations that he could not relieve. 

Day after day he toiled on, uncomplaining and 
cheerful, and his young firame hourly developing 
itself under healthful action. He possessed 
naturally a most inquisitive and active mind, and 
thus he was induced to question every one he came 
in contact with, eagerly listening to those older 
than himself, and quietly digesting in his own 
mind the ideas thus gathered. - Above all, he be- 
sought his brothers and sisters to teach him to 
read ; and this they willingly did, using the sacred 
Scriptures for the purpose, which, indeed, was al- 
most the only book the house contained. But, in 
the early and constant use of this holy record, 
they unwittingly baptized his tender mind, at the 
outset, with holy waters. Little did they think, 
at that time, that this boy was destined t6 become 
one of the most profound elucidators of this book 
that the age has known. 

Ever obedient, ever dutiful, his pride was to 
receive and to deserve his father's approval ; and, 
2 



dbyGoogk 



18 LUB-STORY OF HOSBA BALLOU. 

after the arduous labor of the day was done, to 
seek, step by step, to acquire those rudiments of 
learning for which his spirit intuitively craved. 
Youth, enthusiasm and tenderness, are ever nearly 
allied ; and in his bosom being ever present, they 
incited him to exertion. He had no pen and paper 
with which to practise the art of writing ; but he 
had a resolute and determined purpose to learn to 
write, and that easily supplied the necessary means. 
He sought for the clearest pieces of birchen bark 
which the neighboring wood afiTorded, and, carefully 
drying and preparing this, he practised with char- 
coal from the fire, which also afforded him light 
in the evening. And thus upon the rude hearth- 
stone he taught himself to write ! Let my young 
readers think of this, and properly prize and im- 
prove the advantages they possess for acquiring 
knowledge, in these more propitious times. 

I cannot do better than to give my youthful 
readers the very words of Mr. Ballou upon this 
subject, which he wrote many years after the 
period we describe, but relating to it : 

*' When I look about me," he says, " and con- 
trast the great improvements in tlie means for 
gaining knowledge, — when I behold the youth 
of to-day and remember the yotith of my own boy- 
hood, — lam struck with the contrast that facts 
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present relative to education. I am also rendered 
thankful to a divine Providence, which has been 
pleased to advance the improvement in mental cul- 
ture, and the facilities for learning, in an equal 
degree with the surprising advancements which 
have been accomplished in the arts and sciences. 
Few are so poor or lowly now that they may not 
enjoy the advantages of schools and able teachers ; 
and I may add that few there are who do not avail 
themselves of the rich opportunity which is offered 
them of storing their minds with knowledge, and 
thus preparing themselves for useful members of 
society. Half a century since, the case was very 
different ; schools were little thought of among the 
poor, and children in the country could seldom be 
spared fix)m home to attend those that were occa- 
sionally opened. Yet I am satisfied that the 
advantages which were offered at that time were 
even more assiduously improved than they are at 
this period. This^ however, was but natural, un- 
der the circumstances." 

The improvement of any mind, however situ- 
ated, that is exercised by such an eaniest desire for 
knowledge as Hosea Ballou evinced in his boy- 
hood, must be rapid and clear. The child who 
plods through his daily task at school, and commits, 
or masters, just enough of his prescribed lesson to 
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pass respectably with the majority of his cLiss, is 
laboring at a task, and for an object, the true pur- 
pose of which he does not understand. 

Let him pause for a single moment, and reflect 
upon this subject ; let him realize that this is not 
a punishment, not a hardship, but a privilege rich 
and fruitful, and one from which he alone can 
reap the advantage. Let him realize that the more 
he studies, and the more faithfully he acquires the 
lessons apportioned for him, the richer will be his 
harvest of knowledge, and his consequent happi- 
ness and enjoyment of life. He will then receive 
the true and rightful incentive to study, and will 
labor at his books with satisfaction and delight. 

But the mental culture of youth should not be 
conducted to the sacrifice of their physical im- 
provement, and herein the humbler classes often 
possess an advantage over the children of the more 
wealthy. We often see the little rag-picker in 
the street, with ruddy cheeks and well-turned 
limbs, while his juvenile figure is often most sym- 
metrical. Perhaps, at the same moment, there may 
be passing a lad of equal years, warmly wrapped 
in furs, whose pale cheek and delicate form be- 
speak the want of air and exercise. 

Thus in the case of Hosea Ballou ; while of 
tender years, the labor he was obliged to perform 
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inured his youthful form to exercise, and devel- 
oped its natural powers. Besides which, after the 
hours of labor were over, he not unfrequently 
joined the youth of the village upon the green, 
and together they pursued those athletic exercises 
designed as tests of strength and manliness. At 
pitching the bar, leaping, wrestling, and the like, 
he was the frequent victor. He strove to excel, 
and waa never satisfied to fall behind the rest in 
power. 

This spirit of emulation was not confined to his 
sports alone; but he ever cherished a laudable 
pride, and delighted in accomplishing a large 
amount of work within the hours which were regu- 
larly devoted to labor. In this connection Mr. Bal- 
lon says : " I have the comfort, even in my old age, 
of remembering that I was deemed in our family- 
circle to be a good child, and marked for giving 
evidence of being less averse to necessary labor 
than others. Though this contributed somewhat 
to make me proud, and to think well of myself, in 
other respects it was of some advantage to me to 
be held in esteem by my mates, who ever showed 
tiiat they had a peculiar regard for me." 

Let not my young readers neglect a constant 
and vigorous exercise of those physical powers 
which a kind Providence has given them. Health, 
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long life, and manly ability, all depend upon this. 
Hosea Ballon owed the vigorous health and strength 
of endurance, which carried him through a long 
and eventful life, to his early training of labor, 
and to that spirited exercise in which he partici- 
pated upon the village green. In olden times, the 
benefit of physical as well as mental culture was 
duly appreciated, and a popular form of instruc- 
tion among the ancients was that given in the open 
air, that the pupil might enjoy its healthful in- 
fluence, and that his lungs might expand and 
strengthen under its invigorating stimulus. 

In the proper season of the year, when the wild 
strawberries ripened, Hosea industriously sought 
them and other berries. A portion of his basket, 
gathered thus, formed the grateful and healthful 
repast at his father's table ; and selling the rest 
for a few cents, he carefully hoarded the proceeds 
until he had accumulated sujQScient to purchase 
some needed book, from which he might acquire 
those first steps in learning which he already so 
much coveted. Money was very scarce at that 
time and in that section ; and, indeed, little was 
required, as domestic business matters between the 
people were nearly all consummated by barter or 
exchange, the produce of the land being mainly 
their currency for purchase and payment. 
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Sometimes it would require the proceeds of 
months of these trifling savings to enable him to 
purchase one book ; but the very difficulty of pro- 
curing it made him value it the more, and to pore 
over and study its pages with increased zeal. The 
straggling pedler, who found his way once a year 
into the town, could produce no toys that tempted 
him. His humble means must be expended for 
books — for knowledge, that which no fortune, how- 
ever hard, could take away from him. And thus, 
without example to incite him or advice to en- 
courage him in the path he sought, still the dili- 
gent boy struggled and progressed. 

While yet of a tender age, Hosea evinced an 
earnest and increasing desire for scriptural knowl- 
edge ; no matter what book he possessed himself 
of, still he never failed to return again, and yet 
again, every day, to that one, — thu^ enriching his 
mind and heart with its true sublimity, its exqui- 
site beauty, and its pure morality. No wonder 
that while he was yet but a mere boy his compan- 
ions held him in so much esteem, appealed to him 
for judgment or advice, and thought themselves 
only good as far as they followed his example and 
imitated his conduct. 

His youth thus gave promise of his future 
Christian excellence, in the rectitude of his habits, 
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the purity of his conversation, the unexceptionable 
nature of his tastes and occupations generally. He 
was remarkably inquisitive about doctrine, the 
tenets of faith, and the peculiar explanation of 
passages of Scripture ; .and when he was alone was 
frequently found with the Bible in his hands, com- 
paring one striking passage with another, and thus, 
as we have said, step by step, even in childhood, 
informing himself of its great truths and prin- 
ciples. 

His father, though too busy to aid his child to 
any great extent, yet loved him very tenderly, and 
often read to him passages and explained their his- 
torical character and bearing upon the forms of the 
laws and society, in Christ's time. And he would 
often be surprised by the questions of doctrine 
which Hosea would put to him, showing that the 
historical narrative even was brought to bear in 
his tender mind upon the points of the text as 
they related to doctrine and to principles. 

In these days of which we write, people were 
taught from the pulpit that they must fuliSl the 
requirements of the Scriptures, lest they should 
otherwise incur dreadful penalties. That they 
must be just, and good, and upright, in order 
to avoid a fearful punishment which otherwise 
awaited them ; and that the ways of unrighteous- 
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ness and sin were pleasant enough, if it were not 
for this dreaded hereafter. Now, let my young 
readers observe carefully the great mistake which 
was thus made. A little thought, I am sure, will 
make this subject clear to you. It was not a love 
of doing right that was held up as the actuating 
motive, but a fear of the penalties which would 
follow evil-doing, which was to incite the sinner to 
repentance and piety. 

But I would have my young friends, who read 
this life-story, do right from very different mo- 
tives. In the first place, there never was a greater 
mistake entertained by any one than the idea that 
there is pleasure in wrong-doing. Sin may paint 
its face, it may flatter us, may hold out golden 
promises, but it never fulfils them ; the poison of 
asps is hidden beneath its disguise. You should 
understand that peace and quiet of mind, and ra- 
tional happiness, are only to be found in righteous 
conduct, and the faithful discharge of our duties. 
You should do right, not from fear of some future 
punishment, but because you realize that in the 
path of righteousness, in the road of duty, there 
are peace and sunshine, and that righteousness is 
its own great reward. 

Even in his tender youth, light seemed to break 
in upon Hosea's mind touching this matter. After 
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carefully reading and pondering upon the Scrip- 
tures, he could find more potent motives for follow- 
ing God's commandments than fear. He read 
with devout heart those sacred pages of sublime 
visions and inspired prophecy, of loving fatherly 
promise, and of touching exhibitions of parental 
care. His heart was filled to overflowing with 
love ; . ay, he had found the great talisman of the 
heart, the link stronger than all other ties to bind 
us to duty ; and, while scarcely more than a boy, 
he declared boldly that the law of heaven was love ! 
Being the son of a clergyman, and a leader in 
many respects among his companions, by reason of 
his generally bearing off the palm in their games 
and sports, and also for his strict uprightness in all 
his dealings with them, however trifling, he was, as 
he advanced in years, occasionally called upon, by 
the older members of his father's society, to speak 
before them at the prayer-meetings frequently held 
in the meeting-house. Though he was yet scarcely 
more than eighteen years of age, he expressed his 
sentiments, not as they had so long been held 
forth by his fether and others, but with a recogni- 
tion of the blessed idea that Grod ruled this earth 
and its inhabitants through love, and that he re- 
garded the great family of mankind as his cher- 
ished children. 
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This was the dawning of light in his soaL As 
soon as a great truth has entered our mind, such 
is its nature that it casts a light through our 
whole understanding, and makes us to see clearly 
crowds of other truths, that have heretofore been 
hidden in darkness. His principles were not jet 
so entirely opposed to his father and brethren as 
to exclude him from their fellowship in the church. 
On the contrary, he formally made what was called 
a profession of religion, and adopted certaiu forms 
of joining his Other's church, after the period to 
which we refer. But his brethren began to look 
upon him with anxiety for what they called his 
liberal principles, and his good and pious father 
strove to argue with him against his idea of scrip- 
ture teaching and interpretation. But the son's re- 
ligion was the religion of nature ; his answers to 
his fether's queries were natural answers, and he 
required no subtle array of philosophy to defend 
his belief. 

"Father," Hosea would say, "you think our 
heavenly Parent will do thus and so," specifying 
the points of creed. 

" I do, my son." 

" Well, now, father, would you treat your family 
in that spirit, — would you adopt such a law with 
your children?" 
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"Alas! that such heresy should enter your 
heart ! " the parent would reply. 

" But, father, we are told to prove all things, 
and hold fast that which is good. Now, can you put 
this doctrine to the test?" 

The father would only raise his eye in sorrow 
towards heaven, and sigh at what he conceived to 
be his child's heresy ; but he blamed him not. There 
was no harsh reproach or unkindness ; both parent 
and son were loving and tender towards each other. 

Not only his Bible, but all nature around him. 
taught Hosea the same story of God's love- and 
impartiality to man. He saw it in the sunshine 
and in the rain, in the flowery mead and in the 
golden harvest. All things spoke to his young 
and truthful heart of God's impartial love. 
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Youthful experience — Personal appearance — Strict temper- 
anoe principles — Formation of habits — A word to the young 
~- First going to school — Hard labor — Simplicity in dress — 
Progress among his schoolmates — The Richmond boy — Em- 
ulation — Appreciation of advantages — The nature of schools 
and colleges — The Bible his daily companion — A mother's 
influence — Doctrine of God's goyemment — First attempt 
at public speaking — A steadfast purpose — The task he as- 
sumed — A godly example most powerful — A new doctrine 
-^ His domestic relations. 

Stern, indeed, was the youthful experience 
of him whose history we are relating for the 
young ; but, in spite of every hardship, and the 
severe labor which he was obliged constantly to 
perform, he grew up strong, and vigorous, and 
healthy, with a form and face of rare mahliness 
and beauty, and with the spirit of intelligence and 
kindness of heart expressed in every feature. His 
patient endurance of hardship was the fruit of that 
Christian grace which, like the stars, shines bright- 
est in the dark ! He was in stature slightly above 
the average height, and his physical developments 
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were those of one who had improved the natural 
advantages he possessed, by exercise and prudence. 
This same appearance he sustained even to old 
age, because of his strictly temperate habits, which 
seconded the kindly purpose of nature. 

This spirit was strictly in accordance with his 
private life and habits. Living at a period when 
it was universally customary to offer a guest or 
caller a glass of wine, let him come at what hour 
of the day he might, and when the decanters and 
glasses always stood invitingly upon the side-board, 
yet he never used ardent spirit as a beverage, never 
partook of it at all, even in after years, when per- 
haps a partial stimulant might have been of physi- 
cal benefit to him, because of a fixed principle in 
his own mind of its pernicious effects. But, as we 
have before intimated, this temperate habit was by 
no means confined to ardent spirits alone ; the same 
abstemiousness characterized his daily meal. He 
partook only of the simplest food, and of that spar- 
ingly. ' This excellent habit grew to be a second 
nature to him, and in all places and under all cir- 
cumstances was always exercised. 

Let me pause here, for one moment, to impress 
upon the young readers the importance of forming 
proper habits of life during their most impressible 
period. If you are unguarded, habits will grow 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LIFE-STORY OF HOSBA BALLOU. 31 

upon you, little by little, all unperceived, as the 
snow-flakes fall from heaven in the minutest par- 
ticles ; but these soon gather strength by numbers, 
until the mass is formed. No single flake pro- 
duces any perceptible change ; and so with trifling, 
or rather seemingly trifling habits ; it is not any 
single one, but the accumulation, that forms the 
character. If you would enjoy a green and hearty 
old age, be temperate when you are young. Some 
shrewd writer says that the excesses of our youth 
are drafts upon our old age, payable with interest 
about thirty years after date. 

The first school which Hosea attended was a 
private one, supported by the united subscription 
of himself and a few other companions whom he 
incited to join him for this purpose ; and here, by 
parting with the hard-earned means of his labor, 
he purchased such instruction as gave him his first 
knowledge of English grammar theoretically, in 
connection with the simplest rudiments of an 
English education, scarcely better than is now 
afforded by the primary schools, free to all the 
children of the land. In speaking of this period, 
he says : "I now set myself to work in earnest 
to obtain learning : I studied night and day, slept 
little, and ate little." Thus resolved, what young 
student would not improve? 
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All the while, however, he was oompelled to 
perform many hours of labor each day ; for it was 
only by extra labor that he was enabled to pro- 
cure the means to prosecute his desire for knowl- 
edge. After the close of this temporary school, 
which was held in his native town, then 9. sparse 
little settlement, with only a cottage here and 
there, at long intervals from each other, he found 
himself possessed of a small sum of money, the 
proceeds of his industry and frugality ; and, having 
thus tasted of the cup of knowledge, he longed to 
drink more deeply. So, with what scanty means 
he had, he threw his pack upon his back, and 
sought the town of Chesterfield, N. H., where he 
entered the academy of the place, at that time 
considered quite a high educational institution. 

It is true that here he was oftentimes subjected 
to some trifling degree of mortification at the sim- 
plicity and coarseness of the dress he wore, when 
compared with those better favored in worldly 
goods ; but he was scrupulously neat and cleanly, 
two virtues the want of which no excuse can sup- 
ply. But he was doing what .Franklin, the wise 
philosopher, advised. He was emptying his purse 
into his head, where no one could take it from him, 
— an investment that ever pays the best of interest. 

Here he received important instruction, the ben- 
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efits of which were immediate and also lasting. 
While others played, he studied ; too poor to afford 
himself a long term of tuition, he resolved to make 
the most of the period which he passed there. He 
permitted himself but a brief period of the night 
for sleep, but pored over and eagerly mastered the 
tasks set him. Though he entered in the lower 
forms of the school, yet he swiftly progressed, and 
rose, week by week, to higher grades above his 
companions, until the manner of those who had at 
first regarded him with questionable feelings began 
to change, as they saw him becoming mentally their 
superior. The instructors, seeing the laudable spirit 
which actuated Hosea, befriended him, affording 
him increased facilities for improvement, and sup- 
plying him with several books gratuitously, which 
he must otherwise, for want of means, have denied 
himself. 

And now it was that, allured by the sociability 
of his schoolmates, who had before held him in 
such humble estimation, he would oncie in a while 
steal an hour from his books to join them in their 
sports upon the play-ground, where he showed 
them that the " Richmond boy," as they called 
him, was physically their master. La athletic ex- 
ercise, his young limbs having been so thoroughly 
inured to effort, he surprised them all by his 
3 
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strength, agility, and skill. But, having once 
established his superiority in these respects, prin- 
cipally for the sake of challenging their good feel- 
ings and respect towards him, he ceased to indulge 
in their games, and once more assiduously devoted 
himself to his books. 

The instruction which he received at this insti- 
tution was doubly advantageous to him, because it 
aroused within his breast a spirit which should act- 
uate the bosom of all my young readers, a spirit 
of emulation. Be careful, my young friends, not 
to mistake the spirit referred to here. Emulation 
is often confounded with envy, but no two qualities 
are more different in fact. Emulation looks out 
for merit, that she may exalt herself by a noble 
victory ; but envy spies out blemishes, that she 
may lower another by discovering a defect. Hosea 
observed the progress of others, and this at first 
incited him to equal them, and afterwards to excel. 
His earlier associations had not been of a charac- 
ter to stimulate him in mental culture; but now he 
began to realize more fully the immense import- 
ance of education, and he resolved that, if life and 
health were spared to him, he would seek the goal 
of knowledge. 

We are apt to overlook the true value of such 
blessings and privileges as we enjoy without any 
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particalar labor or effort on our own part to obtain. 
The child who would procure some desired toy or 
convenience, such aa a knife, a sled, or the like, 
and who is obliged to save his or her pennies from 
week to week, until the necessary sum be accumu- 
lated for the purchase, beyond a doubt values and 
enjoys the article still more for the very fact of 
the calculation and comparative deprivation its 
possession has cost. The child is thus taught the 
relative value of the article, who would, perhaps, 
never pause to consider this, if able to command 
the toy by a simple expressed desire. 

Now, Hosea, who was obliged to labor hard in 
order to procure the means of attending school, 
was thus led to estimate its privileges and advan- 
tages at their full value, and the more scrupulously 
to improve them. I fear there are many of my 
young readers who are in the daily enjoyment of 
every convenience for self-improvement, who attend 
school regularly, and under the most agreeable 
and pleasant circumstances, who never pause to 
consider the kindness of that Providence which 
has thus blessed them ; and if this memoir shall 
induce them to do so, by the contrast it exhibits 
between the circumstances of its subject's youth- 
ful advantages and their own, and thus lead them 
to a corresponding degree of improvement, then 
this little work will be productive of great good. 
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Schools and colleges are but the keys where- 
with to unlock the treasure-house of knowledge. 
A youth may pass through each grade of instruc- 
tion with credit, he may be respected for the cor- 
rectness with which he performs his allotted task, 
he may graduate even at the head of his class, in 
each successive institution of learning which he 
may enter; but still, if, when he has gained 
possession of these keys to the temple of wisdom, 
he idly puts them in his pocket, in place of devot- 
ing his time and energies to that self-culture which 
no one can give him save himself, he will never 
earn a great name, nor make his mark upon the 
times. Let every youth be impressed with this 
great truth, that education, in its widest sense, is 
not the culture which we receive from others, but 
that which we bestow upon ourselves. 

Whether at home or at school, Hosea Ballou 
was ever exercised by the same inquisitive and 
anxious thoughtfulnesB relative to the teaching of 
the Scriptures ; and never could he part with his 
Bible, which was daily and nightly referred to, 
and anxiously studied. Frequently, when alone, 
he would kneel down and pray solemnly for light 
and guidance from above, for wisdom to under- 
stand its doctrines, and for power properly to read 
and translate its spirit. The youth who will 
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silently and in the solitude of his chamber kneel 
down and pray to our heavenly Father for guid- 
ance in the honesty of his purpose, will be sure to 
find it. Thus it was with Hosea Ballou : he prayed 
sincerely for aid, and light was sent to him, and 
his heart was radiated and illumined with divine 
love and wisdom. 

There was no danger of such a youth's being 
tempted to evil, or of his doing wrong to any one ; 
his purpose was too high and too pure for taint. 
Sin had no allurements for him; the good book 
taught him daily, and filled his heart with rectitude. 
A vacant, inactive mind invites every strolling vice 
to enter and take up its abode ; but an industrious 
brain and heart are ever preoccupied by worthy 
tenants. It is the idle who are overdoing wrong ; 
and it is the idle alone whom temptation seeketh. 

Hosea had no tender mother, as I hope all of 
my young readers have, to point out the right and 
the wrong, and to bless him with her sacred and 
purifying love ; to frame for him, as it were, his 
future destiny; and whose virtues, so beautiful, so 
self-sacrificing, so heavenly in their overshadow- 
ing of him, would seem to distil the &vor of Prov- 
idence upon his young head. No, he was a poor 
boy, not alone in the world, because he had such 
uprightness of purpose, and such laudable desires, 
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and Buch resolution in carrying them out against 
all obstacles. These qualities supplied to him the 
place of a host of influential friends ; and yet he 
was a lonely boy, because few around him entered 
into his feelings, or shared his thoughts. 

At this period, as we have before intimated, 
ministers were in the habit of representing our 
heavenly Father more as a revengeful judge than 
a kind parent, and to elucidate the doctrine of the 
Scriptures upon this vindictive principle. Finding 
no evidence of such a spirit in the holy book, Hosea 
Ballon longed to speak out from the fulness of his 
heart, and declare God's goodness and fatherly love 
as he understood and believed. He was very dif- 
fident in public, and modest always. Still, believ- 
ing it to be his duty to do so, he resolved to make the 
trial publicly to defend the principles he cherished. 
This he did with little preparation, and without 
notes ; and the consequence was a partial failure, 
which, although it did not dishearten him, was yet 
very mortifying. 

The great Sheridan, one of the most famous of 
the parliamentary orators of England, failed in his 
first speech ; and so have others done, who after- 
wards proved to be the most eloquent and able 
public speakers. Fixity of purpose is the quality 
which insures success. Hosea Ballou resolved to 
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persevere with zeal in. what he deemed to be his 
datj, and in what his heart so earnestly prompted, 
without turning to the right or the left. He did 
persevere, and he did succeed far beyond his best 
hopes. Let my young readers remember that a 
steadfisist purpose is applicable and necessary to 
success in every sphere of life. The rope-dancer, 
who walks fearlessly and firm along the vibrating 
cord stretched over a fearful space beneath, does so 
by keeping his eyes fixed upon one steady point. 
Thus pursue your aim of life, and, so that it be 
first just and honorable, success shall follow. 

Some of Mr. Ballou's friends, who had been 
witnesses of his failure on the occasion of his first 
attempt to preach, in the kindest manner urged 
him not to make a second efibrt, which they re- 
presented was sure to prove but an additional 
source of mortification. But the young and stead- 
fast aspirant told them that he must succeed. 
Real genius derides impossibilities. " It is impos- 
sible," said one of his colleagues in oflBice to Wil- 
liam Pitt, afterwards Lord Chatham. '^ Impos- 
sible ! " he exclaimed, with a noble scorn ; "I 
trample upon impossibilities ! " We must always 
calculate, my young friends, not upon the world, 
but upon God and ourselves. 

Mr. Ballou says, relative to the period when he 
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commenced to preach: *'Mr. Logan, the pre- 
ceptor, gave me a certificate, when I left the Ches- 
terfield Academy, which was sufficient to enable 
me to get a school in Bellingham, Mass. Here I 
taught school during the other days of the week, 
and preached on the Sabbath. When I first en- 
gaged in preaching, it was not with the most dis- 
tant expectation that I should support myself by 
the ministry ; but I thought I could keep school 
some, and labor some with my hands, and live 
with but a little income. From Bellingham 
I went to the town of Foster, R. I., where my 
father formerly lived, and there my father taught 
a large school, and had good compensation; 
and here also on the Sabbath I preached in the 
school-house where I taught. From this place I 
went to Scituate, in R. I., where I preached and 
taught school. My meetings grew very large, and 
I was called on to go to diflFerent places, — to Smith- 
field, Providence, Pawtucket, etc. After I had 
spent about two years in keeping school and preach- 
ing, I found that I had used up all my earnings, 
had laid up nothing, except that I had more costly 
clothing than when I first began. And now, at 
the age of twenty-four, I was so much called on 
to preach, that I gave up keeping school, and de- 
voted my time to the ministry, receiving, now and 
then, some compensation for my services." 
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This was no easy task. My young readers 
must not judge of the amount of labor he per- 
formed by comparing it with the duties of the 
respected minister before whom they sit each Sab- 
bath day. He was often obliged to ride twenty, 
thirty, or even forty miles on horseback, to reach 
the place of destination where he was to preach. 
The country was then but thinly settled, there 
were no railroads, and, indeed, but poor roads of 
any sort. Sometimes his road would lay for miles 
and miles through the forest, with only a bridle- 
path to guide him and where he met no cheerful 
faces or hospitable homes. 

And for all the severe physical labor attendant 
upon this duty he seldom received even one cent 
of remuneration. At this period he never de- 
manded any pecuniary recompense, though it was 
sometimes given to him. He did not adopt the 
promulgation of the Gospel as a business, but fol- 
lowed it from a pure love of truth, and a desire to 
present our heavenly Father before his fellow- 
men as he solemnly believed his character to be, 
all tenderness, all love, and all brightness. 

But Hosea had not merely physical labor and 
fatigue to contend with. His doctrine was new ; 
people were surprised by it ; they said it was too 
good to be true, and thus they unwittingly bore evi- 
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dence in their own hearts that it was so. His ene- 
mies, seeing the extent of his success with the peo« 
pie, and observing the number of converts which 
he was making, became alarmed, and invented evil 
reports against him, in order to detract from his 
influence ; but he heeded them not. Fully con- 
scious of his own integrity, he went forward, his 
eye fixed steadily upon one point, and with one 
single actuating purpose, the truthful elucidation 
of God and his commandments. 

In this connection, he has himself said, in rec- 
ords left behind him : '^ At this time fully real- 
izing that the basis^of all spiritual knowledge was 
the Bible, that blessed book was ever with me, 
and not one moment, in which I was freed from 
necessary labor, was occupied save in its perusal. 
I learned to love it, to consult its pages with rev- 
erence, and prayerfully, that I might rightly in- 
terpret its true meaning. I became very familiar 
with the various important passages, which fre- 
quently gave me great advantage in controversy, 
at that time, on points of faith ; for it was the 
practice of those days to blindly give credence to 
such faith as was taught from the pulpit, and, 
leaving the minister to reason for the whole con- 
gregation, they themselves rarely consulted the 
holy text in a spirit of inquiry, though they deemed 
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themselves most devout and reasonable Christians. 
Bj individual and careful explorations, I found 
my Bible was able to teach me all I desired to 
know, and that, at the outset, I had been misera- 
bly deceived in my early impressions of God's 
word, by not examining and weighing the subject- 
matter of divine revelation for myself. But such 
is the force of habit that those early impressions 
were at first constantly recurring to my mind, and 
acting as stumbling-blocks in the way of my on- 
ward progress. 

''To the people the doctrine I preached was 
new, and the opposition lacked not for bitterness ; 
and such was my condition that I was constantly 
in conflict, and never allowed to put off my armor 
to rest, day or night. All manner of evil reports 
concerning me were invented, and the worst of 
slander circulated, all tending to make me regard- 
less of what my enemies said. My answer to all 
this slander was, ' While they speak thus &lsely of 
me, I am in no danger ; if I am injured, I shall do 
that myself " 

Let my young readers mark well the spirit of 
this closing paragraph. He did not fear the evil 
report that was raised against him, because he 
resolved not to deserve it. He said to himself, 
My character shall be unimpeachable, and thus 
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form a living example of the glorious doctrine I 
profess. Remember this ; let it be ever present 
in your minds, that, however vilely and wickedly 
people may calumniate you, you always have it in 
your power to refute their falsehoods by the purity 
of your lives, thus outliving calumny and detrac- 
tion. It was in realizing this truth that he wrote, 
in after life, that, ** Preaching is of much avail, but 
practice is far more potent. A godly life is the 
strongest argument that you can offer to the scep- 
tic;" and, still again, that " no reproof or denun- 
ciation is so potent as the silent influence of a good 
example.'' 

So different were the principles that the young 
man declared to the people from what they had 
been accustomed to hear, that vast numbers came 
wherever he was announced to speak, not only on 
the Sabbath, but during the evenings of the con- 
secutive days of the week. When the day's toil 
was ended upon the farm, the sturdy husbandmen 
and their families gathered to the^ appointed spot 
from many miles around, and thus at this ear|y 
period of his ministration did he commence to ad- 
dress those large and promiscuous audiences over 
whom he ever exercised such influence. The seed 
he thus sprinkled abroad was often cast into good 
ground and brought forth an hundred-fold, and 
thus his doctrine spread. 
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He permitted himself no leisure, no reprieve 
fix)m his labor. Being a pioneer, he had none, or 
very few, to support and assist him. Later in life 
it was quite different ; he had hosts of able follow- 
ers, ready to relieve him of a portion of his duties, 
when his doctrine was no longer the theme of ob- 
loquy and detraction. But even then he was as 
assiduous as ever, never sparing himself in the 
great work which he had so zealously undertaken 
at the outset. Still girding on the armor of &ith, 
he did Christian battle manfully. 

During the progress of time which we have de- 
scribed from youth to manhood, and during after 
years as well, he sustained erer the most tender 
relationship to the members of his family circle. 
And let me remind my young readers that there is 
no truer criterion of honesty of heart and genuine- 
ness of purpose than that of domestic love between 
brothers and sisters. In all the grateful acknowl- 
edgments of strangers, and the respect and honor 
which was now being freely accorded to him, he 
never forgot his dear old home, lowly though it 
was, and stem as had been his youthful experience. 
Frequently returning thither, he delighted in re- 
ne^g those early associations, and reviving the 
tender affections of the family hearth. 
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He becomes a settled minister — Teaches school — Goyemment 
of his pupils —Is married at the age of twenty-five years — 
A noble-hearted woman — Journeying on horseback — Mode 
of awaking from sleep ^ — Patient and unruffled mode of contro- 
versy — Notes on the Parables — Bemoves from Dana, Mass., 
to Barnard, Vt. — Occupation of a farmer — The widow's 
friend — His domestic circle — Treatise on Atonement — Chil- 
dren understood his sermons — Thinking for one's self — 
Bemoves from Barnard, Vt., to Portsmouth, N. H. — Teaches 
school at Portsmoutl^ — Industry — Patriotism — Bemoves 
to Salem, Mass. — Anecdote of his style of argument — Con- 
duct to his children — Would you like to have lived with 
him 1 — Domestic anecdote — Edits the Universalis Magazine, 

While Mr. Ballou was yet a young man, being 
about twenty-three years of age, he took up his 
residence in Dana, Mass., thus for the fii*st time 
becoming a settled minister. Heretofore he had 
travelled wherever duty called him, but he now 
engaged to preach regularly in Dana and some of 
the neighboring towns, for, at this period, the soci- 
eties were too poor in pecuniary means .to s^pure 
the undivided services of a minister, and so it was 
customary for several neighboring villages to join 
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together and de&aj this expense, and for the min- 
ister to preach consecutively in the several towns, 
nearly the same audience, however, gathering, on 
each occasion, from the various localities. 

Here his remuneration was so small, and as, from 
the assiduity with which he pursued it, he was 
obliged to depend entirely upon his profession for 
a livelihood, he found it necessary to teach school, a 
part of the time, in order properly to support him- 
self. But this was of positive benefit to him be- 
yond the mere pecuniary profit, as it enabled him 
to cultivate his mind more in detail, and the bet- 
ter to perfect and discipline his understanding. 
Thus he who had taught himself to write with a 
bit of charcoal upon birch-bark, but a few years 
before, had now become the able teacher of others. 
He was well fitted for the purpose ; his severe ex- 
perience tempered him for it, and qualified him for 
a conscientious discharge of its duties. 

A ferule and a rod were not the requisites for 
forming a schoolmaster, in his estimation; he 
looked upon the duty as a responsible, nay, a reli- 
gious one, and, as he never countenanced corporal 
punishment, but ruled his school after the spirit 
of «his heart, so there were never more orderly 
students than those where he presided. He was 
gentle and kind to them, striving to arouse them 
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to self-exertion by pointing out the advantage to 
be derived from studiousness. He depended not 
upon threats to enforce discipline, but, treating the 
youth in his charge with kindness, he strove to 
apply the principles of his faith to actual practice 
among them. 

While resident in Dana, be became acquainted 
with Miss Ruth Washburn, of Williamsburgh, 
Mass., and after a year's association he married 
her, himself being twenty-five years of age, and his 
wife in her eighteenth year. She had been 
brought up to habits of industry and frugality, 
like himself, and a happier or better choice could 
not have been made.- She added to a sweet and 
gentle disposition a strong and well-balanced mind, 
and a naturally cheerful and happy spirit, inclined 
to look upon the bright side of all things. She 
was ever affectionate, assiduous to please her 
husband and lighten his daily task, preferring 
economy, retirement, and domestic happiness, to 
ostentatious show and worldly vanity. This noble- 
hearted woman lived and trod with him, for more 
than half a century, the rugged path in life, shar- 
ing his joys and sorrows, and ever loving and be- 
loved, forming an example of purity and devotion 
never excelled.. 

Often now was he called upon to make those 
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lonely horseback-journeys before referred to, at 
such intervals as be could seize upon, in answer to 
the calls upon his services bom distant towns. 
Thus he was often obliged to travel evenings, and 
again at midnight, between towns at a distance &om 
each other, when he was announced to preach on 
consecutive days. When stopping for his horse to 
take food, and for a brief and necessary rest for him- 
self, he would sometimes seek a partially reclining 
posture, and, taking his watch from his pocket, 
would carefully say to himself, " I will sleep for 
half an hour ; then, I must awake ! " Thus im- 
pressing his mind, he has told the writer of 
this that he was sure to awake as he proposed. 
This fact will illustrate to the young reader the 
force of will and calm determination which 
possessed him in the pursuit and accomplishment 
of duty. 

The remarkable success that attended upon his 
efforts as a preacher at this time, as well as in 
after years, was largely owing to the exercise of 
qualities which are within the reach of all. Thus, 
he was always patient and calm. Though he was 
himself the object of all manner of obloquy and 
low reflections from those who opposed his faith, 
yet he never would descend to such a mode of con- 
troversy. He was fully content with the justice 
4 



dbyGoogk 



50 LIFB-8T0RT OF HOSEA BALLOU. 

of his cause, belieying that to he more than equal 
to the low trickery and cunning brought against 
him. It was not his practice to assail his hearers 
with violent threats and denunciations, but he 
reasoned with them as though they were able to 
judge for themselves, and by familiar examples 
and forcible illustrations enforced his principles of 
faith upon their convictions. 

No sarcasm, no reflection, no imputation, could 
throw him off his guard for one moment. He was 
ever unruffled, yet forcible, evincing the spirit of 
the doctrine which he advocated at all times. It 
was perfectly impossible to so excite him in con- 
troversy as to lead him to say the least ungentle- 
manly, or even abrupt thing. He stood thus for 
years as a target for the poisoned arrows of malice, 
bigotry and envy, and bore all with a serene dignity 
of spirit, which a firm reliance in Heaven could 
alone have given. 

Constant study and careful research of the 
Scriptures daily enlightened him upon the true 
spirit and intent of the Bible. Of course my 
young readers are familiar with that portion of 
the Scriptures designated by the name of the 
Parables. In reading some of these, even a child 
would be struck with the apparent incongruity, or 
want of truthful meaning, which they bear. But 
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the reason of this seeming blindness in their pur- 
pose is because the reader does not correctly un- 
derstand the application of these parables, or 
fables. Now, in his travels about the country, Mr. 
Ballou found more error arising from a wrong con- 
struction of this portion of the Scriptures, than 
from any other cause. So he wrote a book called 
"Notes on the Parables," designed properly to 
explain and elucidate them. 

When he wrote this book and published it, he 
was but thirty years of age, and the manuscript 
was produced during intervals from physical and 
mental labor, attendant upon his many domestic 
and professional engagements. Though fifty years 
have since intervened, this book is still as popular 
as ever, and even now finds a ready sale. It is 
characterized by evidences of great research, much 
thought and originality, and is admirably adapted 
to its design. Thus was he whom we described to 
you as a poor boy, but a few years before, now 
giving to the world a deeply philosophical and pro- 
foundly written book. 

At the time he produced this work, he had 
removed from Dana, Mass., and resided in Bar- 
nard, Vt., supplying the pulpits for several of the 
neighboring towns, as he had done while resident 
in the former place. We say he supplied the pul- 
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pits ; but we use the word figorativelj, since at 
that time there were few meeting-houses, and he 
often delivered his sermons in school-houses, pub- 
lic halls, private dwellings, and frequently in bams, 
surrounded bj the fragrance of new-mown hay. 
It mattered not to him where he held forth ; he felt 
that when the people gathered together in the 
Father's name, Ood was there, and that he was the 
humble servant of his master. 

In Barnard, Yt., he cultivated a small farm, 
and might be seen, in the proper season of the 
year, holding the plough, or swinging the scythe. 
Hard by his little farm, was that of a poor widow 
woman. The haying season was in full operation, 
and the poor widow's mowing-lot stood neglected. 
Labor was high, and hands hard to get. The tall, 
well-developed grass began' to wither, for it was 
ripe, and time to harvest it. It was a large, and 
to the widow a most important crop. One Satur- 
day morning, when the sun rose, Mr. Ballon was 
discovered steadily cutting broad swaths across 
the widow's field, while his oldest boy followed 
after him and tossed the fresh grass open to the 
first rays of the morning sun. (See engraving.) 

Twelve hours of manly toil laid the entire field, 
and, having carefully secured the grass in little 
hillocks all over the lot, as my young readers 
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have often seen it, in order to protect it against 
the heavy dew or rains, he returned home, mounted 
his horse, and rode many a long and weary mile 
before he reached that night the appointed place 
at which he was to preach on the morrow. But a 
light heart, and the consciousness of doing good, sus- 
tained him. On the following ]\Ionday the widow's 
hay was all carefully placed in the loft of her bam, 
free of cost or trouble to her. This is only one 
of many like acts, but it is enough to show my 
young readers the beautiful eflfects of a benevolent 
heart. 

His domestic life at Barnard was one of the 
most impressive and beautiful scenes in his career ; 
his young and blooming wife causing everything 
within doors to wear a cheerful and happy smile, 
a young family springing up about his hearth- 
stone, and himself the active, respected head of a 
frugal and happy home. But every leisure mo- 
ment he still devoted to study, and while resident 
in this town he wrote also his " Treatise on Atone- 
ment," another valuable and highly esteemed 
work, as popular at this time as the ** Notes." 

A dissertation upon these works would hardly 
be adapted to the comprehension of my young 
readers, but suffice it to say that they are in them- 
selves simple, plain and conclusive, the same as 
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was his style of preaching. Children were fond 
of hearing him preach for this very reason, — they 
could understand him. " If I can only make my 
subject so plain that children will understand me,*' 
he once said in relation to this subject, '^my pur- 
pose will be gained, and I shall not be preaching 
in vain." Probably there never was a public 
speaker who possessed more fully the power of 
making himself perfectly and clearly understood. 

His illustrations and examples were drawn uni- 
versally from domestic and familiar scenes, so that 
the simplest capacity saw the application, and fully 
appreciated the argument. Such illustrations as 
he made use of in a discourse were like so many 
beams of light, which rendered all things clear to 
the mind's eye, and discovered to the hearer the 
clear, cerulean blue of heavenly truth. 

He early learned to do that which I trust all my 
young readers will strive to do, to think for him- 
self. Even in boyhood, though profoundly respect- 
ing the better judgment of those older than him- 
self, still he never permitted his mind to acknowl- 
edge to any principle until he fully understood it, 
and had reasoned within himself as to its correct- 
ness. It was this quality which rendered him so 
original ; for he was free &om all the errors that 
custom entails upon religion, because he first proved. 
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and then believed. This admirable rule was not 
alone observable in him as it regarded his religious 
sentiments and habits of mind, but was the char- 
acteristic also of his ever j-day life in contact with 
the world. 

After a residence of six years in Barnard, Vt., 
he removed, with his young and increasing family, 
to Portsmouth, N. H., having accepted the unan- 
imous invitation of the society in that place to 
preach to them for the entire twelve months of the 
year. There was now gathering about his knee a 
half-dozen rosy-cheeked boys and girls, delighting 
his ears with their innocent prattle ; but with the 
joy they brought, also came increased responsi- 
bilities. His expenses were necessarily much aug- 
mented at this time, and here he was obliged again 
to keep school to aid in supplying his family neces- 
sities. Many of my young readers know per- 
sonally that ripe scholar and good man, Hosea Bal- 
lon, 2d, — Dr. H. Ballon, who was an assistant with 
the subject of this memoir in his Portsmouth school. 

^Notwithstanding his many engagements, do- 
mestic, professional, at school and in the pulpit, 
his study and research were never discontinued, 
and while resident here he published several works 
of more or less importance, besides contributing 
largely as editor to a weekly religious joumaL 
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Mj yoang readers will observe that it waA his 
remarkable industry which enabled him to acoom«- 
plish so much. It was this quality, more than any 
other, which rendered him so successful in life ; and 
it is a quality which I would most earnestly en* 
treat you all to cultivate. The wise and good 
Franklin tells us, in his quaint, pithy way, that 
" diligence is the mother of good luck." If you 
have great talents, industry will improve them ; if 
you have but moderate abilities, industry will sup- 
ply the deficiency. 

After the expiration of six years' residence at 
Portsmouth, he received an invitation to remove 
to Salem, Mass., which he accepted. Concerning 
his residence in the former place, he says : 

** My connection with the people of Portsmouth 
was very cordial and happy, until that gloomy war- 
cloud, which brought on a conflict with England, 
came over the land. The anti-war party was nu- 
merous, and very influential ; and, as I could not 
consent that my country was in the wrong, a bitter 
spirit became manifested towards me, which so 
operated, towards the close of the war, that I be- 
came satisfied it was my duty to stay in that place 
no longer ; and as the society in Salem was with- 
out a pastor, I received an invitation, which I 
accepted, to remove to that delightful place." 
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This Tras bj no means a solitary instance or 
evidence of the warm patriotic fire that ever 
burned brightly in his bosom. He was ardently 
attached to the republican principles of our gov- 
ernment, and never failed, on every suitable occa- 
sion, to evince the most earnest attachment for his 
country. Though a constant and untiring student 
of divinity, yet he was by no means a novice in 
political economy ; the basis of our institutions, 
and their true spirit as set forth by the constitution, 
the influences and natural results of our mode of 
government, and the political soundness of the 
nation, were themes on which he was more than 
well informed ; but yet he always carefully avoided 
mingling in party politics. 

Though avoiding political matters as a theme or 
pursuit, and never mingling with either of the 
great parties of the country in party measures, 
yet in a matter wherein he felt the true glory 
and interest of his country was concerned, he would 
not have been the true man that we wish to repre- 
sent to you, unless he combined patriotism of heart 
with his other characteristics. He was then living 
in a seaport town, and saw our government ships 
come into port and land their wounded crews, and 
register the names of those slain in defending their 
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oountry's cause on the high seas; and he could 
not refrain from expressing that manly feeling of 
patriotic right which filled his bosom. 

Mr. Ballou resided in Salem somewhat more 
than two years, and here his labors were particu- 
larly and visibly blessed in the growth of his 
society. Having received an invitation from the 
Second Universalist Society of Boston to become 
their pastor, he removed hither, and took up his 
residence in this city. At this time he was in the 
forty-fifth year of his age, in the prime of vigor 
and manhood, presenting a commanding and dig- 
nified personal appearance. Here the field of his 
usefuhiess was vastly enlarged, and his duties in- 
creased. 

His popularity was very great, and demands 
poured in upon him from all parts of New Eng- 
land, so that he preached not only on the Sabbath, 
but frequently on each day or evening of the week. 
In the towns within ten or twenty miles of Boston 
he lectured constantly, and as there were then no 
railroads, and but indifferent means of communi- 
cation between the several towns, — thirty years 
and more since, — he was obliged to drive his own 
vehicle, and to travel incessantly. But, zealous 
in the good cause he advocated, he permitted no 
physical labor to deter him from these engagements. 
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Self was entirely forgotten, and he was wedded 
to his Master's business. 

All the while he was constantly writing for the 
religious press, publishing written sermons, with 
essays, etc., never for a moment being idle. To 
enable him to write with a clearer brain, he ate but 
sparingly, permitting himself but a brief period 
for sleep ; but was very regular in all of his habits, 
adopting 'Hhat silken string running through the 
pearl chain of all virtues," — moderation in all 
things. ^^ 

^lEe was precisely the same in argument, never 
becoming heated or angry, and quietly opening the 
eyes of his opponent, oftentimes by a simple ques- 
tion ; as witness the following anecdote, which oc- 
curred before an assembly of ministering brethren, 
between Mr. Ballon and Mr. Abner Eneeland: 
"Mr. Kneeland had become an atheist, and one 
day came into ^an apartment where there was 
a little company of our ministering brethren, 
among whom was Mr. Ballon. Mr. Eneeland was 
forward to communicate this supposed new light to 
those with whom he was formerly associated in the 
ministry of Christ. He could dispense with the 
use of a creator of the world and of man, regard- 
ing the physical universe and the human species as 
eternal in their being, without beginning. Yet he 
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got in the idea, in the course of the conversation^ 
that man is composed of the elements of nature. 

" Mr. Ballou had been sitting in silence, ,with 
his elbows resting upon his knees (an attitude he 
often assumed when listening attentively to an 
argument). At this point he raised his head, and 
assumed an erect position of body, and said : 

" * Bro. Kneeland, you seem to have thought a 
great deal on these subjects, and perhaps you can 
give me some useful information. Now, we see 
around us, in the city and country, a great many 
wooden houses. Of what are these houses made ? ' 

<< ' They are made of timbers, boards, shingles, 
and the like,' answered Mr. Kneeland. 

" * And out of what,' said Mr. Ballon, * are 
these boards and shingles made ? ' 

" ' Out of trees,' replied Mr. K. 

*^ *Then,' said Mr. Ballou, *all wooden houses 
were made out of trees. If so, must there not 
have been trees before there was a wooden house ? ' 

" 'Yes,' said the other, * of course.' 

" * Well, I thought so,' said Mr. Ballou; 'and 
now,' continued he, ' here are many brick houses, 
— of what are they made ? ' 

" ' They are made,' answered Mr. Kneeland, 
' out of bricks, which are composed of clay and 
sand.' 
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" ' Well, then/ said Mr. Ballou, ^if all brick 
houses are made of bricks, which are composed of 
clay and sand, must there not have been bricks be- 
fore there was a brick house, and clay and sand 
before there was a brick ? ' 

" Mr. Eneeland now, perceiving what applica- 
tion Mr. Ballou was about to make of his conces- 
sions, to explain his philosophy of haying men 
composed of the elements of nature and yet having 
no elements of nature before there were men, be- 
gan to equivocate. He would not admit the infer- 
ence from the fact that all brick houses were made 
of bricks, etc., and he even retraced his steps, and 
took back what he had admitted in respect to 
wooden houses. 

" * What,' said Mr. Ballou, • if all wooden hous- 
es were made of trees, must there not have been 
trees before there were wooden houses 1 ' 

' << « No,' replied Mr. Kneeland, * that need not 
follow ! ' 

"'Well, then,' said Mr. Ballou, ^ how stupid 
lamr 

<' And, as he uttered these words, he dropped 
his head again, and let himself back into a posture 
of quiet rest. Mr. Kneeland at the same time 
choked and blushed, and attempted to recover him- 
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self for renewed conversation ; but he evidently 
could not, and so took his departure." 

My young readers will desire to know what sort 
of a father he was to his children, and how he 
appeared in his family circle. He was kind and 
affectionate, but always required obedience. His 
word was law, but his children rendered this im- 
plicit obedience because of love, not fear. This 
was the principle of his religion, and it was the 
principle of his life. He says : " The idea that 
we perform any service in order to escape punish- 
ment renders that service tedious and irksome to 
us ; while, on the contrary, duty is su{»reme de- 
light when love is the inducement and the labor." 

He was strongly characterized for his fondness 
of domestic enjoyment, and throughout his whole 
life, to the very end, evinced the most constant 
and tender solicitude for each and all of his 
children. Even after they had married and set- 
tled in life, with families about them, this solici- 
tude continued as ardent as ever ; nor was there 
one of those children who would undertake any 
matter of importance, without first consulting his 
wishes in the premises, and seeking his advice 
upon the subject ; so highly were both respected 
and esteemed. This is mentioned in this connec- 
tion, not as an encomium upon the family, but 
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omplj to show the reader the aniversal love and 
respect that its head always commanded. We find 
this subject referred to bj Rev. Henry Bacon, in 
his published remarks concerning the decease of 
the subject of this biography. He refers to the 
respect in which his advice was held upon secular 
matters, not only in his own family, but by others 
of his acquaintance ; a matter of which it is essen- 
tial the young reader should be fully informed, to 
properly understand the bearing of this life-story. 
<'He was great," says Mr. Bacon, '^in the 
deamess with which he saw the essential truths 
of the Gospel, and in the power with which he 
communicated them to others, by that spirit of 
calm earnestness, and that wondrous faculty to 
make himself intelligible, which peculiarly dis- 
tinguished him. He was great as a logician ; 
great in wisdom that penetrates to the reality of 
character, and opens the real motives that sway 
the man ; and his counsel in matters far re- 
Tnoved from his peculiar walk in life was 
weighed as the utterance of an oracle that 
must not be slighted. Simple in his habits, he 
lost nothing of life in indulgences that rob exis- 
tence of its serenity ; fixed in a few great princi- 
ples, he made everything contribute thereto for 
the enlargement of his views of men and things : 
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and, reyerencing the Scriptures with a depth of 
reliance that was beautiful to behold, he brought 
forth the harmonies of the divine word in a manner 
that suggested more than he ever expressed, 
though he expressed enough to satisfy millions of 
souls." 

He entered at times into the childish sports of 
his children, and was always ready with a kind 
word and a kiss. He never adopted that stem and 
unapproachable disguise that but too often estranges 
the affections of the child from the parent He 
was fond at times of unbending, as it were, from 
the extreme tension of mental effort, and entering 
into the childish amusements of his family circle ; 
it was only long enough, however, to endear him- 
self to that circle, for his time was too precious to 
admit of much relaxation, however grateful this 
might be to his feelings. No father was ever more 
truly respected, no parent ever more tenderly loved« 

Let us speak more clearly and directly, that the 
young reader may fully understand and appreciate 
the character of this man. Would you have liked 
to live with him? There is a test beyond cavil, 
and we will answer it for you. You would have 
liked to live with him ; to have heard the kindly 
tones of that rich, clear voice ; to have watched the 
brightness and expression of those deep blue eyes; 
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to have him share, as he would have done, in your 
joys and sorrows, and have lightened your mishaps 
by pleasantry and cheerfulness. He was no enemy 
to social enjoyment ; no frown of his ever checked 
the joyous laugh bursting from young lips, or 
dimmed the brightness of the domestic fireside. 

The question, would you have liked to live with 
him, covers a volume of biography in its truthful 
answer. It draws away the veil of history, and 
shows us the lace of truth. Dean Swift, Dr. 
Johnson, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, were all great 
men, and are historic names ; but would my young 
readers like to have lived with the wily, intriguing, 
disappointed, though great Dean? Could they 
have been happy with the eccentric and irritable 
Dr. Johnson ? Could they have lived in peace with 
that wine-bibbing, yet great genius, Sheridan? 
Alas ! no. Distinction is an eminence that is but 
too often gained at the expense of a fireside ! It 
is Colton who says, " In life we shall find many 
men that are great, and some men that are good, 
but very few men that are both great and good." 

To show my young readers how thoroughly Mr. 
•Ballon sympathized with his children, and how he 
could unbend, and join them in their youthful 
hopes and amusements, we will here relate an 
anecdote illustrating this spirit. 
5 
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Mr. Ballon having engaged, at a certain time, 
to visit New York and Philadelphia, it became 
known to one of his parishioners who desired to 
send his child, a young lady, to the latter city, on 
a visit to some relations or friends. His request 
to take charge of the young person was cheerfully 
acceded to by Mr. Ballou. It so happened that 
the person who was to accompany him was a class- 
mate at school, and a very intimate companion, of 
one of his own daughters, the eldest then at home. 
When this daughter learned that her classmate was 
to accompany her father on his journey, she could 
not but express a wish that she were going also. 
There were no railroad conveniences then, nor 
were scarcely any of the present accommodations 
for travelling perfected. It was not only a con- 
siderable undertaking to commence a journey of 
three hundred miles, but it necessarily involved 
not a trifling expense. 

It came to the ears of Mr. Ballou that his child 
really desired to accompany him ; and, when he 
understood the circumstances, he immediately gave 
his consent, — telling her, playfully, not to say 
anything to her young friend of this, but that he 
would manage an agreeable surprise for her. The 
stage came to the house very early on the morning 
appointed for starting, — long before daylight 
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Mr. Ballou and his daughter got in, and took their 
places on the back seat, the latter well wrapped up 
about the face. They then drove to the house of 
her schoolmate, who was to accompany them. She 
also took her place in the vehicle, exchanging a 
salutation with Mr. Ballou, and they drove ofiF in 
the darkness. It was not long before the young 
lady took occasion to remark, casually, to Mr. 
Ballou, how agreeable it would have been could 
Elmina (the daughter) have accompanied them. 
"Very, — very indeed," said Mr. Ballou; and 
they still drove quietly on. At last, the city being 
now left far behind, and daylight having appeared, 
Mr. Ballou asked, the young lady if she knew the 
peraon by her side. On hearing this inquiry, she 
turned to see her neighbor's face, and, lo ! it was 
her classmate and dearest friend with whom she 
had been thus seated so long without recognizing 
her ! The daughter has since often declared that 
she knew not which enjoyed the ruse most on this 
occasion, — father or child. 

One of the most beautiful traits in the charac- 
ter of the blessed founder of our religion, was the 
kindness he displayed to little children, showing 
that he embraced the whole human family in the 
divine circle of his love. You are all familiar 
with the language he used to his disciples, when 
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he "was approached by the little one. '^ Suffer 
little children to come unto me." And all truly 
good and great men, in the spirit of our Saviour, 
have evinced their goodness and greatness by being 
approachable and acceptable to the young, sympa- 
thizing with their distresses, soothing their sorrows, 
taking part in their innocent amusements, answer- 
ing their questions, and helping their young minds 
in their great struggle after truth. 

Gen. Washington was a truly great and good 
man. Occupied with the greatest cares that can 
weigh upon any one, it was very natural that he 
should be grave and reserved in his manner. 
Grown-up people approached him not with fear 
and trembling, but with awe and respect; they 
could not help feeling so when they thought of his 
great intellect, the great things he had done, and 
the skilful manner in which he had conducted the 
affairs of this nation. But children were not 
afraid of Gen. Washington. He was kind to 
them, and they knew very well that he loved them. 
He had a kind word for the little ones whenever 
they approached. When Washington was presi- 
dent, and went about the country visiting the differ- 
ent parts of it, the school children, who turned out 
to do him honor, always brightened up when the 
general came along their lines, for they knew by 
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his kind glance and kind smile that he was their 
friend. 

In ancient times, there was a king of Sparta, in 
Greece, named Agesilaus. When an ambassador 
from one of the neighboring states came to see 
him on important public business, he found the 
king riding on a stick, to amuse his son and heir, 
a young child. When the ambassador expressed 
his surprise at finding a monarch engaged in so 
frivolous an amusement, the Spartan king an- 
swered, *' Wait till you are a father, before you 
laugh at tliose who are so." He knew that if the 
ambassador had been himself the father of a boy, 
his heart would have softened towards children ; 
and, however high his rank, he would not have 
hesitated to take part in his little harmless sports. 

The great Daniel Webster, who worked his way 
up by diligence and study, and became, from a 
poor farmer's boy, a great orator and statesman, 
filling the world with his fame, and conferring 
undying glory on his country, was very fond of 
children, and loved by them in turn. Persons 
intimate with that great man have seen him on 
his hands and playing horse, and allowing little 
children to ride upon his back. Judge Story, a 
very great lawyer, was very fond of children, and 
used to mingle freely in their sports. In fact, as 
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I have said before, every great and good man 
has a love for children, like that evinced by Mr. 
Ballon. 

On the other hand, a dislike to children is a 
very bad sign in a man. Most of you have heard 
of Benedict Arnold, one of the characters of the 
American revolution. He was a very brave but 
a very unprincipled man, much such a person as 
Judas Iscariot. After fighting on the side of the 
Americans against the British, he turned traitor to 
the cause of his cotintrymen, and ofiered to join 
their enemies for a sum of money, — just as Judas 
betrayed his master for thirty pieces of silver. 
He laid a plan to give up the fortress of West 
Point to the British, but fortunately failed to ac- 
complish his scheme. However, he went over to 
the enemy, and raised a regiment of deserters, and 
made war against his own countrymen, killing 
theta without mercy, burning their houses and 
destroying their property. After the war, he went 
to England, but, though the king took great notice 
of him, all the people despised and shunned him, 
and he died friendless and deserted. Well, this 
man did not love children, like the great and good 
men we have been reading about; on the contrary, 
he hated them, and always sought to injure them. 
Before the revolution, he was an apothecary, in 
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New London, Connecticut, and his favorite simuse- 
ment was to strew pieces of broken glass before 
his door, so that the poor children who went bare- 
foot in summer might cut their feet as they went 
up. It gave him the greatest delight to see them 
bleeding and limping along. It is very painful to 
write and to read such things ; but they prove the 
truth of what I have been saying. What a pleas- 
ant contrast to such cruelty is the genial kindness 
of such men as Mr. Ballou. Many of the children 
he knew when he was a young man, have grown 
up to be old men themselves ; many of the chil- 
dren he knew in later years are growing up to be 
men, and all of them will cherish his memory with 
affection. They remember his kind looks and kind 
words, and how the religion of love, which he 
preached in his pulpit, he practised in his private 
life. Kindness to each other, kindness of the old 
to the young, — this is taught us by our religion, 
and is beautifully delineated in the life of our Sa- 
viour, and the lives of his true followers. To our 
Father in heaven we are all of us as children, 
however old and wise we may be ; and as he is 
kind and gracious to the least of his family, so 
ought we all to be to those who are younger and 
more helpless than ourselves. All great and good 
men have acted on this principle. The man who 
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loves children and whom children love, has a heart 
fitted to receive the doctrines of Christ. 

The secret of Mr. Ballou's remarkable success 
in his family government, was, doubtless, his fol- 
lowing those rules which he has so well expressed 
and laid down for others. It is a valuable excerpt 
that he has left, and we doubt not that the reader 
will thank us for introducing it here, and in his 
own words : '* When giving to your children com- 
mands, be careful that you speak with a becoming 
dignity, as if not only the right, but the wisdom 
also to command, was with you. Be careful not 
to discover a jealousy that your injunctions may 
not be attended to ; for if the child sees that you 
have your doubts, they will lead the child to doubt 
too. Be cautious never to give your commands in 
a loud voice, nor in haste. If you must speak 
loudly in order to be obeyed, when it is not conve- 
nient to raise your voice you must expect to be 
disobeyed ; and if it be convenient for you to speak 
loudly, you must remember it is inconvenient for 
others to hear it. 

*-But, with regard to manner, be careful to 
speak in a soft, tender, kind and loving way. 
Even when you have occasion to rebuke, be care- 
ful to do it with manifest kindness. The effects 
will be incalculably better. When you are obliged 
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to deny the request that your child may make, do 
not allow yourself to do ' this with severity. It is 
enough for our dear little ones to he denied of 
what they may think they want, without being 
nearly knocked down with a sharp voice ringing 
in their tender ears. 

'*If you practise severity, speak harshly, fre- 
quently punish in anger, you will find your chil- 
dren will imbibe your spirit and manners. First, 
you will find that they will treat each other as you 
treat them ; and after they arrive to a little age, 
they will treat you with unkind and unbecoming 
replies. But if you are wise, and treat your little 
ones with tenderness, you will fix the image of 
love in their minds, and they will love you and 
each other, and in their conversation will imitate 
the conversation vhich they have heard from tho 
tenderest friend which children have on earth." 

In this connection, we are reminded of a letter, 
lately published, from Mrs. C. A. Soule, relative 
to her impressions touching the death of the sub- 
ject of this memoir. Her husband was a warm 
and cherished friend of Mr. Ballon, and was as- 
sociated with him as colleague over the Second 
Universalist Society, in School-street, Boston, as 
late as 1845. 

'* As vividly as though it were but yesterday, 
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does memory bring to me that sunny April day, 
in 1844, when I first entJered the sanctuary where 
he had ministered so many years. There was a 
dedication service, and I thought then, and I think 
now, that I never gazed upon a more impressive 
sight than was presented at that moment, when 
the aged pastor took in his arms the little helpless 
babe, and, in touching words, consecrated it to 
Him who said, ' Sufier little children to come unto 
me.' That picture of in&ncy and age, — howl 
longed for a pencil to sketch it ! Thank Heaven, 
memory, with faithful touch, inscribed it on my 
heart, and it will ever hang there, one of its most 
beautiful pictures. And now I see him at my 
own threshold. I meet him, and present him my 
own little one, my first-born. How tenderly he 
caresses it ! Long he looks into her laughing eyes, 
and then exclaims, in a tone I can never forget, 
* How I wish I could read her thoughts ! ' Then, 
sitting down, he tells me that he never yet looked 
on a babe without longing to know the workings, 
the thoughts, of the infant mind ; and afterwards 
gave me some excellent advice about so training 
that little one that when age should enable her to 
reveal her thoughts, they might all be pure and 
beautiful. How lifelike is the portrait I have of 
him in my mind's eye ! It seems so palpable that 
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I almost feel the light as it streams from that 
thrilling eye, and hear the eloquent words that 
tremble on that * heaven-touched tongue.' " 

In July, 1819, Mr. Ballou assumed the editor- 
ship of the Universalist Magazine^ a paper at 
that time commenced by Mr. Henry Bowen, and 
which has been published up to the present time with 
marked success, a period of about thirty-five years, 
during over thirty of which Mr. Ballou was a con- 
stant and large contributor to its pages. Some 
of the strongest doctrinal arguments and most 
high-toned moral essays which he ever wrote were 
first printed in this paper. He often filled the 
'•Poet's Corner" also with original verses from 
his own pen, written with grace, beauty, and always 
with a purpose. 

All the while Mr. Ballou was preaching in the 
School-street Church, every Sabbath, to large au- 
diences, frequently the aisles being filled, so that 
seats were placed in them for the multitude. 
There sat each Sabbath many of the fathers and 
grandparents of my young readers, listening to his 
voice as it was poured forth from his devout and 
eloquent heart. They loved their pastor, and he, 
in turn, loved them warmly. All was harmony, 
and peace, and friendly reunion, in this happy 
church. 
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Extends his travels southward — Large aadienoes-^ Religions 
duty exemplified by the family circle — Engaged in author- 
ship — Peculiar habit of thought— Wherein this Life-story 
is valuable to the young — The Golden Age — He was char- 
itable — Anecdote of a stage-coach adventure — Gray hairs 
•nd age coming on — Love of children — Visits Niagara 
Falls — Mr. Ballou and his snuff-box — Habit of smoking — 
Application of these anecdotes — A domestic picture — The 
game of checkers — Conscientious habit of business matters — 
Remarkable habits of punctuality — A principle incumbent 
upon the young especially. 

During the year 1822 Mr. Ballou began to 
extend the circuit of his travel, and visited New 
York, Philadelphia and other cities, holding forth 
to audiences who gathered from far and near to 
listen to his teachings. So much interest was felt 
in the series of discourses which he delivered at 
this time in Phil^elphia, that the societies pro- 
cured the services of a stenographer, or short-hand 
writer, who wrote down the discourses as delivered 
by Mr. Ballou impromptu, word for word, and 
they were published in book form. His manner of 
delivery was so distinct, his articulation so clear, 
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and his language so impressive, that a practical 
reporter could easily transcribe his words as ut- 
tered from the pulpit. 

The audiences he addressed on these occasions 
were immense in numbers, in one instance partic- 
ularly, in Philadelphia, numbering six thousand 
people, and over. But the speaker's inexpressible 
degree of simplicity and self-possession were in no 
degree aflfected. The express image of truth is 
simplicity, and this was the crowning beauty of 
his style, of his matter and of his manner. He 
would have spoken precisely the same before a 
half-dozen friends by a domestic hearth-stone, or 
in the capital of a great city. When he arose to 
address an audience, whether of thousands or of 
scores, it was always with a heart so full of his 
theme, so lowly and humble before his Maker, that 
not a thought betrayed itself concerning himself^ 
he never paused to consider that such a being as 
self existed. 

When the audience retired from the place of 
worship on these occasions, they did not find them- 
selves praising the preacher, but they discovered 
that they had received some golden truths to be 
treasured. The wise Bishop Burnet said : " That 
is not the best sermon which makes the hearers go 
away talking to one another, and praising the 
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speaker ; but which makes them go away thought- 
ful and serious, and hastening to be alone." It 
was more what Mr. Ballou said, than the way in 
which he said it, that was so impressive, though in 
point of eloquence he was esteemed very highly. 

At the age of seventy-eight Mr. Ballou was 
still as fluent and distinct a speaker as at the age 
of forty. His sermons were still characterized 
by the same powerful reasoning on every point, as 
well as bearing evidence of constant study, show- 
ing also most conspicuously one peculiarity of his, 
that of the practical as well as philosophical 
character of his investigations. 

In his style of speaking, Mr. Ballou was very 
peculiar. There was none of the study and pomp 
of declamation in his delivery, no attempt at effect; 
but he ever spoke to the people, before whom he 
raised his voice, as that which he professed to be, 
an humble servant of all men. And yet he was 
eloquent, at times brilliantly so, and his oratory 
has been cited by competent judges as a rare ex- 
ample to follow. There are comparatively few 
men in these days, when the style of ranting, and 
tearing plain, straight-forward sentiment to tatters, 
is so prevalent, who can so absorb an audience as 
he always did. When he commenced to speak, he 
would lay the subject before his hearers in a quiet 
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but distinct tone, so as to place it within the ca- 
pacity of a child, calmly and with jadgment. 
Then, as he proceeded, he grew by degrees ani- 
mated, and anon enthusiastic, yet ever to the 
purpose, while the expressive countenances of his 
hearers evinced how fully they entered into the 
spirit of the speaker. And when they retired 
firom the place of meeting, the people were accus- 
tomed to feel that they had listened to profitable 
matter, and to follow out the theme which he had 
so distinctly and legibly marked for them. 

Inspired by the undeviating attention of the 
mass of honest seekers after truth who listened to 
him, and incited by their eloquent countenances, 
in which he could read the influence of his words, 
it was difficult for him to know when to stop. At 
such times he was ever zealous, yet prudent, de- 
vout without ostentation, vigorous and unyielding 
in his opposition to error, but still always kind 
and conciliatory. He always complained that on 
such occasions he could not find one-half the time 
he wanted, while speaking upon the holy theme, 
and that minutes never flew more quickly than 
under such circumstances. The power of his elo- 
quence upon the people at such times can be but 
poorly described ; it must have been witnessed to 
be realized and understood. Honest countenances 
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beamed with delight, calm and peaceful joy sat on 
the wrinkled brow and face of age, the eyes of the 
young sought each other in sympathy, full of a 
realizing sense of the riches of God's goodness. 
Even children were thoughtful, and forgot the 
restraint that the services had put upon them. 
Mr. Ballou rarely preached any sermon which did 
not contain a great deal to interest and instruct 
the young. A great many preachers address 
themselves entirely to mature and highly-culti- 
vated minds, and use language which children 
cannot comprehend. But his language was always 
clear, his style simple, so that children found in 
his words the confirmation and explanation of what 
they learned at the Sunday-school. It was no 
task for them to sit through one of his discourses, 
to watch his venerable features, dignified and be- 
nignant, and listen to the clear, full tones of his 
voice. They were not terrified or hardened by 
harsh denunciations ; the words of truth to which 
they listened were also words of love. Peace, not 
hostility, mercy and not vengeance, were the 
themes of his sermons. It was a pleasant sight to 
see the vast audiences that hung upon his lips, all 
earnest, all attention, all pleased, and all elevated 
and bettered by the services of the day. But 
pleasantest of all was it to contemplate the effect he 
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produced upon the young — the rising generation, 
the hope of the future. They felt that they were 
indeed a part of the congregation, that they were 
not called in merely to swell the numbers that 
filled the church — wearied and compulsory listen- 
ers to what they did not understand — glad to 
escape at the close of the service from an irksome 
confinement — but that they were ihe especial 
care of the pastor, loved and cherished members 
of his flock. 

His converts were many. We do not mean that 
by one discourse he accomplished this reformation 
in their minds ; but he removed the clouds firom 
their mental vision, showed them the loveliness of 
the gospel as it is in Christ, and by hints shrewdly 
strown and arguments most potent to convince, 
with references beyond the point of his discourse, 
he led them to study and judge for themselves, 
when he had left them. 

He taught that the whole religion and duty 
that man stood in need of might be revealed and 
illustrated by the simple yet expressive example 
of the family circle. Here all the relations of 
life are to be found, and our duty taught to us. 

He held that the true way to cleanse the hard- 
ened and rebellious heart is to inundate it with a 
deluge of love, the only weapon of Omnipotence. 
6 
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Reason with the sinner, he will meet you with 
subtle argument ; threaten him, and he will meet 
you blow for blow ; against future interest he will 
adroitly balance present pleasure. The human 
heart rises against severity or oppression, while 
it is soothed by gentleness, as the waves of the 
ocean rise in proportion to the violence of the 
winds, and sink with the breeze, until it becomes 
a gentle zephyr, into mildness and serenity. 
Love, the warm sunshine of our existence, subdues 
the sinner at once ; there is not one in a thousand 
whose heart is so hardened that its genial warmth 
will not melt it. True it is that force can subdue 
numbers, cunning conquers force, intellect can 
master cunning, but love conquers all. There is 
a vast difference between a wounded heart and a 
contrite spirit. You may break ice by force into 
a thousand pieces, — it is ice still ; but expose it 
to the warm sun, and behold ! how quickly it will 
melt! 

But let us give place here to his ovm words, 
beautifully expressed, and illustrating his belief, 
and the spirit of his doctrine, as appears in a poem 
he wrote upon this theme, some years since. It 
is entitled, 

GOD IB LOVE. 
«« When lovely Spring, with flowery wreaths. 
Comes on yoang Zephyr's wing. 
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And every bird soft masio breathes, 
'T is love thftt makes them sing. 

" Lore blossoms on the forest trees. 
And paints each garden flower. 
Gives honey to the laboring bees 
In every sylvan bower. 

«* Love breathes in every wind that blows. 
And fragrance fills the air ; 
Meanders in each stream that flows. 
Inviting pleasures there. 

<* Love brings the golden harvest in. 
And fills her stores with food ; 
It moves ten thousand tongues to sing 
Of universal good." 

All his writings and all of his conversation, both 
public and private, were thoroughly imbued with 
this belief and principle of universal love ; it ran 
like a golden stratum through all his life and con- 
duct, imbuing every sentiment and every thought. 
His doctrine was such that a realizing sense of its 
character must invariably thus aflFect the firm and 
relying believer. He never held forth dark 
threats, nor adopted, like many preachers about 
him, the doleful tones of grief when he talked 
about religion. **If good people," says Arch- 
bishop Usher, ** would make their goodness agree- 
able, and smile instead of frowning in their virtue, 
how many would they win to the good cause ! " 
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Mr. Ballou was affected, in his cheerfal and happy 
belief of universal salvation, like Haydn, who, in 
answer to a query of the poet Carpani, how it 
happened that his church music was ever of an 
animating and cheerful character, answered, " I 
cannot make it otherwise. I write according to 
the thoughts which I feel ; when I think upon (Jod, 
my heart is so full of joy that the notes dance and 
leap as it were from my pen." 

Our heavenly Father stands towards us as a 
kind parent, our relation towards him is that of de- 
pendent children, our fellow-men are our brethren 
and sisters, and these we must love as we love 
each other about the hearthstone. Our father, 
of course, loves his children, and seeks only their 
good ; and we love our parent because he is our 
benefactor and father. It needs no threats to make 
us love him ; we feel that we are the constant re- 
cipients of his unlimited goodness, and we cannot 
help but love and obey him. 

"Then, why are not all people good and 
happy? " asks my young reader. Because all do 
not properly realize and appreciate their true posi- 
tion. Some unwise preachers have taught that 
God is a revengeful being, angry with his chil- 
dren, and resolved to punish them fearfully. Some 
of these mistaken men — mistaken as to the spirit 
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and teachings of our diyine religion — have gone 
so far as to teach that an infimt, the very emblem 
of innocence and paritjr, such innocence and parity 
as are the attributes of the heayenly angels, if it 
dies before it reaches the period for instruction in 
religious matters, goes at once to a place of pun- 
ishment, to be tortured forever and ever for the 
great glory of the Most High. This dreadful 
creed has terrified even the followers of the sect 
that professed it, and they have denied that such 
was one of their fundamental points of belief Tet 
such is the melancholy fact. No wonder that in 
this enlightened age, even men whose creed is 
harsh and cruel, shrink from such an impious idea 
as this. Such a belief is calculated to make men 
perpetual sinners, rebels to a power charged with 
such terrible malignancy. We can understand 
how cruel and ignorant nations can believe unmit- 
igated ferocity to form the nature of their false 
gods, but how enlightened Christians can think 
that their Father in heaven is actuated by feelings 
which would disgrace the lowest specimen of hu- 
manity, is what we find it hard to understand. 
Yet people who believe such monstrous things of 
the Divinity, are sending put missionaries to con- 
vert the poor benighted heathen from their idola- 
try ! We, of a more rational belief, trusting in a 
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God of mercjr, ought to exert ourselves to convert 
these missionaries from the religion of hate to the 
religion of love. Is an earthljr father revenge- 
ful towards his cliildren? No. If they do wrong, 
he administers proper reproof and punishment, 
but he does so as a duty, and because he loves the 
child. It is the child^s good which he ever has at 
heart, not the gratification of any revengeful feel- 
ing ; and thus the subject of this memoir taught 
it was with our Father in Heaven. 

Mr. Ballou continued to sustain the editorship 
of different periodicals, and to publish various 
works, often travelling long distances from home, 
south, north and west. The society in New York 
city, being very desirous to procure his services 
altogether, and to have him settle among them, 
offered him a much higher salary than he was re- 
ceiving from his own society, in Boston ; but avarice 
was no part of his nature, and he promptly declined 
to leave his well-beloved people in this city. 

He was still a great student, but when we 
say that he devoted his time so assiduously to 
study, we do not mean that he occupied himself 
in the perusal of books alone. He thought much, 
communed with himself alone, and even at that 
period accustomed himself to a degree of inward 
or mental communion with himself, that would 
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seem to exclude the world about him, for the time 
being, from his sense of seeing or hearing. This 
was more observable in later years, when he often 
sat long in his study thus, sometimes with his eyes 
closed, sometimes with their pupils directed to the 
floor or the ceiling of the room, his lips moving, 
and at last, having seemingly weighed well some 
important matter, he would rouse again as if from a 
trance, and look about him with apparent satisfac- 
tion at the result he seemed to have accomplished. 
Sometimes these moments were followed by the use 
of the pen for records in his note-book of texts 
and sermon-heads, sometimes by a reference to the 
Scriptures, and sometimes by a walk in the open 
air ; then his lips would be seen to move, and he 
would be quite oblivious to all outward circum- 
stances. 

He studied thus, carefully and deeply. At 
times he would walk in the fields or the woods 
while thus occupied ; and the family never dis- 
turbed him by any remarks, or by calling his at- 
tention, while he was thus mentally absorbed. In 
these moments he seemed to shut out the world 
from his physical and mental sense, and commune 
as if in solitude and where there were none to dis- 
turb him. The family were accustomed to his 
mood in these matters; but it usually affected 
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a stranger, or one not &miliar with him, in quite 
an impressive and solemn manner ; it seemed so 
much as though he was communing with unseen 
spirits, and a power that was invisible to those 
about him or to himself, save through the powers 
of his mental vision. 

Patient study and reflection are all-important 
to the full development of the faculties. It is 
not enough for you to study; you must study 
with your whole heart. It is not enough for the 
eye to scan the words of a printed page, if its 
meaning does not penetrate the mind. It is not 
enough to read, unless you reflect on what you 
read. Reflection is to the mind what digestion is 
to the body. It is not enough that ideas are re- 
ceived into the mind; they must suggest other 
ideas. ' It is very well to learn passages from 
books by heart, — for the memory is a faculty which * 
ought to be cultivated to the highest point, — but 
it is a very good exercise to learn to write or re- 
peat the sense of what you have learned, in differ- 
ent language. We knew a very accomplished 
scholar whose memory was so highly trained by 
exercise, that he rarely forgot anything he had 
ever read attentively once. But he was accus- 
tomed to read each page of a book twice, deliber- 
ately ; he would then close the volume and reflect 
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for a few minutes on what he had read, examine 
its bearings, compare it with what he knew before, 
and try to detect something &lse and erroneous 
in it. Then he would go on to the next page, and 
80 on through the book. All that was valuable 
in it was therefore fixed in his mind, while a care- 
leas reader might have run through the volume 
and forgotten it a short time afterwards. By sys- 
tematic reading, combined with reflection, the 
powers of the mind are developed to their fullest 
extent. 

Mr. Ballou's reading was confined almost en- 
tirely to sacred history, and, comparatively speak- 
ing, he consulted little else, though he was well 
versed on all general subjects, and he carefully 
perused at least one daily newspaper regularly. 
We remember to have asked him, at a late period 
of his life, why he did not vary his reading some- 
what from the great theme of divinity, arguing 
that it might afibrd some relief to his mind, and be 
of both mental and physical benefit to him, by 
somewhat relaxing the constant exercise of his 
brain. He answered us in the words of Milton, 
''the end of learning is to know God, and out of 
that knowledge to love him and to venerate him; " 
adding, that this was the great actuating purpose 
of his labors and study ; in short, the being, end 
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and aim of his existence. '^ That which seems to 
you to be labor," said he, ^' is to me as refreshing 
recreation. No coarse of reading could afford me 
the pleasure and delight that I find in that which 
has engaged me, heart and soul, for more than 
half a century." 

His whole library did not exceed three hundred 
volumes, but these were of a character that par- 
ticularly indicated the nature of his mind and pur- 
suits, being well worn by constant use, and relat- 
ing to such subjects as might be supposed to occupy 
and interest him. His thorough acquaintance 
with the Scriptures was almost unprecedented, and 
he was never at &ult as to any passage or quota- 
tion from its wealth of knowledge. It was the 
book he had studied more than all others put 
together ; nor was there any passage, in the whole 
of the sacred record, which had been made the 
theme of controversy or misunderstanding, that he 
had not also made the subject of careful study and 
exposition. 

Every unoccupied moment was given to mental 
exercise upon the subject nearest to his heart. We 
have seen him thus occupied often in the street, 
when all the turmoil and bustle of life passed him 
by unheeded. On this peculiarity, Mr. Bacon 
says, in the eulogy before referred to, "He wasted 
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no power in frivolity, but, as he walked the streets, 
he seemed to be unaffected by the crowd about 
him, meditating some new utterance of the truth. 
I remember being amused, and yet impressed, by 
beholding him, in my youth, walking along with 
his head bent, and his lips moving as in speech, 
heeding not the passers-by or the shows in the 
street, appearing as quiet amid the noise and bus- 
tle as in the solitude of his own study. Yet, 
should any one greet him by name, he would in- 
stantly pause, fix his sharp, keen eye upon the 
&ce before him, and, as he recognized the friend, 
one of the sweetest smiles that ever illumined a 
human &ce would spread over his countenance, 
deepening till that countenance was youthful in- 
deed ; then, with ready utterance of kind feeliQg 
and warm interest in the happiness of others, he 
made his affectionate regards known." 

The characteristics of him whose life-story is 
here laid down are valuable to my young readers 
for the goodly example they afford, and as illus- 
trating principles and habits which are commend- 
able in all, and worthy of emulation. Let the 
youthful reader carefully observe each trait as it 
is delineated, and ask himself if he will not resolve 
to follow its example. It is by pointing at the 
peculiar qualities which have rendered noted men 
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great and good that the way is made plain for 
each one and all to become also great and good. 
The beautiful traits of character which formed the 
principles of Hosea Ballou were developed in a 
severe school of experience. Our &thers lived 
and struggled in an iron age ; the golden one is 
before you all. 

Mr. Ballou was charitable and kind to the poor. 
He was not content to dismiss them with a simple 
gift, but he inquired into their necessities, inter- 
ested himself with others in their behalf, gave 
them good advice, and that best of all charity, such 
information and direction as enabled them to dis- 
pense with alms, and thus become independent of 
charity. He would not give injudiciously, because 
he realized that he might thus do real harm to the 
recipient of his gifts ; but what he gave he was 
careftil should be productive of real good. A great 
deal of harm is done by indiscriminate charity, so 
called. If you give to every one who asks, with- 
out inquiry, you help to build up a race of pro- 
fessional beggars. There are a great many per- 
sons, men and women, who subsist entirely on what 
is given them by unthinking persons, who are not 
poot and distressed because they are unable to 
work or cannot find work, but because they will 
not work. Many of these persons appear to be 
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&ir subjects of charity, because they have no no- 
torious vices. Others, intemperate persons, only 
beg to procure the means of indulging in strong 
drink. To give to such persons is directly to en- 
courage vice. They are not to be debarred from 
assistance, but they must be aided conditionally, 
and helped as they reform and strive to obtain an 
honest livelihood. There are others about whom 
there is no question, who are utterly helpless from 
sickness or crippled limbs, and consequently en- 
tirely dependent upon charity. But to deal with 
the various claimants for charity who abound in 
all large cities, requires intelligence, benevolence, 
firmness and forbearance. Almost as much harm 
IS done by unthinking charity as by over-cautious 
denial. It is difficult to know when to give, and 
what to give. How to give so that the gift shall 
bless both giver and receiver, is a rare faculty. 
The manner in which a gift intrinsically small is 
bestowed, oftien doubles its value to the recipient, 
awakens courage and hope in the desponding, and 
gives strength and efficiency to the weak. His 
charities were unostentatious, and found no public 
channel whereby they might be blazoned. He 
loved, like the kind-hearted and genial Charles 
Lamb, ^^ to do a good action by stealth, and have it 
found out by accident." 
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But let my young readers peruse for themselyes 
i?hat Mr. Ballou has himself written upon this 
subject : 

'^ Among the many moral duties which con- 
tribute to the migitation of the misfortunes of 
human life, and to administer to the enjoyments 
of social beings, that of charitably bestowing a 
part of what a liberal Providence has put into our 
hands, on those who have been unfortunate in the 
loss of property, or by sickness, or other unavoida- 
ble visitations, should claim our earnest attention. 
This virtue at once combines many moral excel- 
lences, and seems to call into action some of the 
best qualities of our social nature. It is that, too, 
which seems to resemble the bountiful conduct of 
the Giver of every good and perfect gift ; and in 
some degree compares with the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, though he was rich, for our 
sake became poor, that we through his poverty 
might be made rich, and greatly ornaments the 
Gospel professions of brotherly love. This, too, is 
a virtue which never loses sight of the good of its 
agent, who, being blessed with the genuine spirit 
of heaven-born charity, realizes that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. Nor is there any- 
thing more acceptable to the divine mind of oni- 
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yersal goodness, than to see rational beings exert- 
ing themselves to assist one another." 

About the period of which we are now writing, 
Mr. Ballon received a pressing invitation to visit 
the island of Nantucket. The inconvenience of 
communication between the island and the main 
land was considerable ; but he consented, and passed 
some ten days there, preaching every successive 
day and evening to large and interested audiences, 
creating a very earnest movement in the matter 
of religion. On his return, arriving at New Bed- 
ford, he took the stage-coach for Boston, and in it 
found but one other person. Scarcely had the 
journey commenced, when his fellow-passenger 
opened the conversation by saying, 

" You are just from the island, I suppose ? " 

*• Yes, sir,'* was the reply. 

"Well, they say old Ballou is over there, 
preaching his heresy. Did you see him 1 " 

" Yes, I saw him," was the calm reply. 

" Well, he 's a rough old fellow. I don't like 
him." 

" Why not? " asked Mr. Ballou. 

'' Because he preaches that all men will be saved 
and go to heaven in their sins ; and no man in hia 
senses can believe that." 

" But, sir, did you ever hear him preach ? " 
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" No ; I hope not," said the man. 

'^ Then you may be misinformed as to what he 
does preach," said Mr. Ballon, mildly. " Now, I 
think he would say, if he were here, that he did 
not believe or preach as you have represented." 

'^ But what does he believe, then?" said the 
stranger, somewhat earnestly. 

'' I think he would say that sinners are to be 
saved /rom their sins, not in their sins. Christ 
came to save the world from sin, not in sin ; and 
furthermore we are told in the Scriptures that ' he 
that is dead is free from sin,' and he that is freed 
from sin must surely be holy, and consequently 
happy." 

*^ Sir, if I may be so bold," said the stranger, 
after looking for a moment somewhat critically, 
" where do you live when at home ? " 
• '^I live in Boston, sir." 

** Whose church do you attend ? " 

"Mr. Bailouts church, sir." 

" What is your name 1 " 

"My name is Ballou," he replied pleasantly. 

The man was of course confounded. He stam- 
mered forth some excuse ; but though he listened 
to Mr. Ballou's kindly-meant remarks with the 
utmost attention, yet he was evidently very ill at 
ease, and left the stage at the first stopping-place. 
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Still time progressed, and now it began to 
sprinkle his hair with gray. In the year 1834, 
in his sixty-third year, he published another elab- 
orate work, entitled **An Examination of the 
Doctrine of Future Retribution." Still as busy 
as ever with his pen and in the pulpit, never for 
an hour idle, the engrossing habits of a student, 
of course, wore upon his physical system, and at 
times he suffered seriously in consequence, but not 
so as to cause him to take any vacation from his 
duty; that he ever fulfilled. No weather, no sick- 
ness, provided he was not confined to his bed, ever 
kept him from the exercise of his profession. He 
seemed to have no dread or fear of the elements 
at all, or of personal exposure to them ; let the 
storm rage as severely as it might, he always kept 
his appointment, and to the very last was never in 
the habit of riding to the place of worship, but 
walked thither in all weathers. 

What an example is here presented for your 
ijaitation. The steadfast purpose fixed on an ob- 
ject far beyond and above this earthly sphere, pur- 
sued through every discouragement, and through 
unintermitting toil, and finding its reward in the 
approval of conscience and the respect of all good 
men. Nothing in this life is accomplished with- 
out intense toil and self-sacrifice, nor without the 
7 
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steady parsuit of a particular aim. Those who 
suffer themselves to be diverted from their course 
bjr the seductions of pleasure, the whisperings of 
indolence, or the attractions of every vagrant 
fancy, never accomplish anything worthy. The 
traveller in South America has often to cross a 
raging torrent upon the trunk of a single slender 
tree. The only way in which he can accomplish 
this in safety; is by fixing his eyes upon some 
point upon the opposite shore, and bending all his 
energies to reach it. If h| suffer terror to enchain 
his faculties ; if liis eyes wander to the whirlpool 
beneath his feet ; if he glance at the roaring cat- 
aract that thunders near him ; nay, if he pause 
to admire the beautiful wild-flowers, or follow the 
flight of bright-winged birds, he is irrevocably 
lost. He must pursue his one object with inflexible 
determination. It is so in life ; its whirl and roar 
are around and beneath, the dizzy rush of pleasure 
attracts the eye, a thousand lights and sounds al- 
lure the senses, — but we must only look to the 
mark we are aiming at, and we must be sure that 
the object we are striving for is worthy and noble. 
It was because the subject of our story set his aim 
high, and followed it with a rigid determination, 
that he was completely successftil. To interpret 
the word of God truly, to search His Scriptures 
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and filthom His will and meaning, and to make 
th^n manifest to his fellow-beings as clearly as he 
saw them himself, — this was the great purpose 
and duty of his life. Armed with this conscious^ 
ness of doing his duty, he feared no evil. The 
attacks of misguided men, the bitter assaults of 
enemies, did not cause him to falter, neither did 
he shrink from cold, and exposure, and storm, and 
&tigue. He knew that he was doing the work of 
his Master, and so he toiled bravely on through 
his long life. To be the messenger of God's cheer- 
ful promises to man, he took long and toilsome 
journeys, often through cold and pelting storms, 
sat up late, rose early, labored in every conceiv- 
able way, to accomplish his great mission. 

But though this life was a toilsome one, it was 
not necessarily unhappy. We were placed on this 
earth to labor; we are expressly told that the bet- 
ter world is the place for rest. But there is a 
ccmipensation for this toil, even here. A day spent 
actively and usefully passes &r more quickly 
than one consumed in idleness. People who have 
nothing to do are far more to be pitied than those 
who have to work hard for a livelihood. Study 
se^ns often irksome to pupils, and yet men always 
look back with fond recollection to their busy 
school-days. 
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His life, though very active in these successive 
years, was still very serene and happy. His cheer- 
ful, genial, and kindly spirit was evinced in every 
association, and especially were these characteris- 
tics evinced in relation to children ; they never 
&iled to make friends with him at once. He who 
warmly and quickly interests a child, — whose 
temperament is such that infancy can easily assim- 
ilate with it, — whose sympathies are of a nature 
quickly to unite when brought in contact with 
childhood, — that man has at heart much of the 
redXpurity and innocence which are the main char- 
acteristics of those whom the Saviour blessed. I 
never saw a child shun or turn away from him, 
but have seen scores of those who were stran- 
gers put out their little hands and go willingly to 
him. In his own family circle his love of chil- 
dren found ample scope and a genial field for exer- 
cise. 

More than forty of his grandchildren might 
have been gathered together at one time during 
his life. But, as we have intimated, it was not 
with these alone that the spirit we refer to was 
evinced ; it was the same with one as with another. 
All children he dearly loved, and particularly 
noticed. There seemed to be a magic power in 
his voice, and in the gentle beaming of his clear, 
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expressive eyes, that carried assurance to their 
timid bosoms; and they would nestle happy and 
undismayed in his arms, or listen to his words, so 
cunningly adapted to the powers of their tender 
intellect. 

During the fall of 1848, Mr. Ballou, then at 
the age of seventy-two years, made a long jour- 
ney to the West, to attend the national convention 
of Universalists, held at Akron, Ohio. On the 
route thither, in company with some friends, he 
visited, for the first time, Niagara Falls. Mr. 
Whittemore, in writing home a description of their 
visit to his paper, the Trumpet, said : — " When 
we came to Table Rock, Father Ballou stood in 
amazement, and when we urged him to go back 
over the river before dark, * Oh ! ' said he, * how 
can I go away ? ' He said his thoughts were like 
those of Peter on one occasion : ' It is good to be 
here ; let us build tabernacles, and dwell upon the 
spot.' A prism was handed to him, through 
which he could see the rapids in colors ine&bly 
glorious. * ! my soul ! ! glory to Ged ! ' 
were his exclamations." 

This exclamation was characteristic of one who 
beheld ever God in all his works, in the grandest 
as well as the most minute features of universal 
nature. The truly pious man recognizes the hand 
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rf the Creator in all he sees above, around, below 
him; in the rising sun that gives light to the world; 
in the moon whose milder lustre illuminates the 
heavens at night ; in the countless worlds of the 
starry sphere that sparkle in uncounted numbers; 
in the fleecy noon-day clouds that rear their snowy 
masses high up into the summer sky ; in the black 
vapors driven by the storm-wind and rent by the 
searing lightning; in the bow of promise, that 
paints its colored arch on the retiring storm ; in 
the vast mountains that lift their sublime summits 
above the level plain ; in the vast rivers that pour 
their unceasing tribute into the lap of the ocean ; 
in the mighty cataracts, the worlds of water that 
rush down the rocky steeps with more than the 
thunders of battle ; in that great, restless, mighty, 
un&thomable deep, that girds the continents of 
this globe ; in the myriads of living things that 
people the very air we breathe, the water we 
drink, the earth beneath our feet, the waves that 
bear our busy ships to distant lands. All these 
marvels, which do not all seem marvels because 
they are daily and familiar sights and sounds,* 
speak to the pious soul incessantly of their Crea- 
tor. The soft sky, the summer wind, the rushing 
waterfall, the swelling ocean, the midnight tem- 
pest, the song of birds, — all utter one syllable. 
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one word of mighty import — the awful name of 
God. All hia works attest his might, his majesty, 
his goodness. The very tempest that sweeps na- 
vies from the face of the deep and strews the shore 
with shattered wrecks, is necessary to purify the 
air and render the lives of thousands secure. The 
rain that drenches the houseless wanderer is 
necessary to the production of our food. Without 
the scorching sun that impels us to seek shelter 
and to gasp for breath, the fruits of the earth 
would not ripen. Many of the seeming evils with 
which we are afflicted, are essential to the produc- 
tion of good ; so that we have a right to suppose 
that God's goodness is displayed in everything 
that exists, and that nothing he has created, and 
nothing he does, is conceived and wrought in the 
spirit of wrath. Mr. Ballou was thoroughly pen- 
etrated with this belief, and thus he could look 
upon the grand scenery of his native land with 
unalloyed pleasure. He beheld in it the handi- 
work of a Great Being, whose law was love, who 
created the universe from his divine love to the 
beings by whom it was to be peopled, and wrought 
every feature of it, animate and inanimate, as 
proofs of that divine affection. 

No man had a more thorough appreciation of 
all that was grand and noble in nature, no one a 
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keener eye for her myriads of charms that glad* 
den our daily lives and illumine our pathway. 

About this period he began more particularly 
to present an exceedingly venerable appearance in 
the pulpit. His white hair, calm, placid features, 
and the tone and spirit of his teachings, all 
combined to produce marked effect wherever he 
preached, whether in other cities or in his own 
desk. The great and moving cause of his exer- 
cising such an influence by his words and manners 
over the minds of people in his religious teachings, 
as well as in his private intercourse, was the spirit 
of sincerity that imbued every thought and ex- 
pression, while the beauty and purity of his moral 
character seemed to sanctify every word and action 
which emanated from him. With not the slightest 
stain upon his character from childhood, he was 
one worthy of the respect and love he shared. 

For a number of years Mr. Ballon was in the 
habit of carrying a snuff-box in his pocket, and of 
using the article as freely as is generally the case 
with those who carry it about them. We all know, 
doubtless, how very easy a matter it is to contract 
a habit, and more particularly is this the case in 
advanced years. But if it is difficult for young 
people to abandon any bad habit, when the practice 
has once been fairly contracted, — if it is hard for 
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them to conquer a pleasant but baleful appetite, 
with the many channels of amusement, occupation, 
and substitutes that youth and physical vigor pre- 
sent, — how much more diflScult must it be for 
those who are aged arid infirm, and who are throvm 
so much upon their own resources for amusement, 
and the means of agreeably passing their leisure 
moments. After having made habitual use of 
snuff for several years, Mr. Ballou found that it 
cloyed the nasal organs or passage, and thus slightly 
affected his voice as to distinctness in public speak- 
ing. Perceiving this, he laid by the article at once, 
without a murmur, and did not use it at all for 
three years, and never again habitually. This 
instance of resolution simply serves to show the 
natural firmness of his character, and the complete 
self-control which he exercised over himself. 

There is still another illustration of this spirit, 
which I will give my young readers here. 

About a year subsequent to the period of his 
discontinuing the use of snuff, a physician sug- 
gested to him the propriety of smoking tobacco 
after each meal, and being at that time slightly 
dyspeptic, it was thought that it might aid and 
stimulate the digestive organs. The suggestion 
was therefore adopted, and Mr. Ballou consequently 
soon acquired the habit of smoking regularly after 
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each meal, three times a day, which practice he 
continued for a period of some tyro years. This 
habit is universally acknowledged to be one of the 
most seductive in its character, and one which will 
draw stronger upon the inclination and appetite 
than any other, except, perhaps, the use of ardent 
spirits. One day we observed that the old gen- 
tleman did not light his pipe as usual, after dinner, 
and we asked him if he had forgotten it. " No," 
said he ; '^I have been thinking that I am becom- 
ing a slave to this habit, inasmuch as I find that I 
have to do it regularly every day at certain periods. 
It is no longer a medicine, but a pleasant habit, 
and I shall leave it off until I find that I require 
it again for my health's sake.'' His pipe was 
thenceforth laid aside, as his snuff-box had been, 
without a murmur, or any external advice to in- 
fluence him; thus showing the strict self-denial he 
exercised. 

My young readers will not fail to apply these 
anecdotes of habit to the purpose for which they 
are given, — that is, to show what complete con- 
trol he always maintained over his appetite. Let 
me warn you not to contract any objectionable habit; 
for habit, if not early resisted, becomes necessity, 
and is often productive of much misery. A bad 
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habit, in an otherwise faultless character, will mar 
its beantj, as an ink-blot spoils a pure white page. 

Happy and calm were all his domestic relations. 
How well we can see him at this moment, in the 
mind's eye, as he used to appear at the centre- 
table, with his book close by the lamp, of an even- 
ing, and his wife opposite to him, listening to the 
work which he was reading aloud to her ; such is 
almost the last evening scene we can recall in con- 
nection with him ; his clear, distinct pronunciation, 
proper emphasis, and fine voice, even in old age, 
seeming to portray with singular accuracy the 
author's ideas, and to add a charm to the subject 
treated upon. 

The only game that Mr. Ballou ever engaged in 
at all was the very simple one of checkers. This 
he would sometimes, though very seldom, sit down 
to on a long winter's evening, with one of his 
children, or perhaps some aged companion who 
was fond of the game. It is the most common 
thing for two persons, who are good players and 
thus engaged, to evince not a little feeling at the 
result of the game, either of pleasure at success, 
or of chagrin at being defeated. But, as it regards 
this matter, we never saw him evince the least 
feeling either way, beyond one of his pleasant 
smiles, as often caused by defeat as victory. He 
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was what would be called an excellent player, but 
he evinced only a passing interest in the game. 

Some idea may be formed of the careful manner 
in which he considered his responsibilities by the 
following facts, namely : he never placed his name 
to a note, or due bill, in the whole period of his 
life; never borrowed money; never kept an ac- 
count at any place of business, but always paid for 
that which he bought at the time of purchasing, 
however large or triflmg the amount ; and, after 
his long experience of life, he endeavored to im- 
press 'upon his children that an adherence to these 
rules, as far as was practicable, would be produc- 
tive to them of much good, and prevent a vast deal 
of trouble, and needless anxiety of mind, in rela- 
tion to secular matters. 

Mr. Ballou was particularly remarkable for his 
punctuality, and always took precaution that no 
matter, of whatever description, should be delayed 
by him. This was a point upon which he was 
exceedingly tenacious. Often have we heard him 
say that punctuality is not merely a duty that we 
owe to others, but absolutely a duty to ourselves, 
and one of the most important principles that can 
be adopted and observed in every and all relations 
of life ; and upon this belief he acted. If he had 
an engagement to proceed to any of the neighbor- 
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ing towns to preach, or was about to commence a 
journey of any considerable length, which was very 
often the case, he always allowed a reasonable period 
of time to spare at the place of starting, and took 
good precaution that he should never find it neces- 
sary to hurry in any emergency. In short, he 
made it a strict and abiding principle to be punc- 
tual in every case, whether important or compara- 
tively otherwise. 

No quality belonging to the good man, whose 
history is herein contained, is of more importance, 
as a principle for the young to follow, than this of 
punctuality. It should be one of the fundamental 
principles of every person's life, and no one is too 
young to commence its adoption as a golden rule 
of duty. Be punctual in your intercourse with 
your playmates, be punctual at school, at your 
meals, and in every fulfilment of the duties of life. 
Sy being punctual in comparatively small matters, 
you will acquire the habit of being so in greater 
ones, and finally in all things. 
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The liTerj of joy and peace — Wielding the seythe — Callings 
in life — A great student of nature — God*8 provision for uM 
on earth and in heaven — The spirit of his doctrine — The 
law of love — The teachings of nature — The place of his 
birth — His native valley, and feelings concerning it — A 
kind word, how cherished — Not one act of a long life that 
will not bear the scrutiny of justice — His great simplicity — 
The path of genius — The cheerful sun-set of life — Ripened 
years of wisdom — Living down slander — His departure ftdl 
of years and fame — Impressive example for the young. 

Mr. Ballou ever strove to make the word and 
the principles which he taught appear attractive, 
by representing them in their appropriate dress, 
the livery of joy and peace, and from the princi- 
ples of fatherly love and kindness he gathered the 
strongest motives for humility, gratitude and obe- 
dience. He would tell you that God has written 
upon the fragrant flowers of the field, on the breezes 
that rock them, and the refreshing sun that nur- 
tures them, indelible tokens of his fatherly affec- 
tion, and would refer you to the blooming clover, 
and the falling rain, as blessings not to be miscon- 
strued, in God's own hand-writing, a *' way-side 
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sacrament," free to all. He would never tire of 
depicting the Almighty through the spirit of the 
most beautiful emblems in nature, and ever deduc- 
ing from them the most amiable and glorious traits 
of Deity. 

During the summer of 1 847, Mr. Ballon visited 
his eldest son, Rev. Hosea F. Ballon, at his resi- 
dence and farm in Whitingham, Vt., where for 
several days he applied himself to labor on the 
land, reaping, mowing, and the various depart- 
ments of &rming during the week, and to public 
services in that and the neighboring towns on the 
Sabbath. These few weeks of healthful toil invig- 
orated him to a most surprising degree; and, 
though more than seventy-five years of age, I was 
assured by those who were on the spot that he did 
the work of a day-laborer with ease, and that his 
hand wielded the scythe with the steadiness and 
efiect of early years. He told us afterwards him- 
self how sweet his food tasted, how refreshing his 
bed felt, and how clear and invigorated his brain 
was, by this homely labor and the sweat of his 
brow. He would sometimes sigh at the constraint 
of his town life, and eulogize the green fields and 
verdant hill-sides. He says : ** All of us have our 
prescribed duties, and the economy of nature re- 
quires certain tastes and temperaments that will 



dbyGoogk 



112 LIFE-STORY OF HOSEA BALLOU. 

apply themselves to the various concerns of life. 
We find the mechanic, the farmer, the minister, 
the artisan, the lawyer, all endowed with some 
prominent qualities which particularly fit them for 
the proper discharge of their peculiar calling, and 
this is necessary, that all things may be done well 
and harmoniously. But, of all the business occu- 
pations of life, it has always seemed to me that 
the fiirmer's employment must be the most agree- 
able. The country is real, the city is artificial ; 
one is nature, the other is art. In the earlier 
portions of my life I gathered some experience in 
tilling the soil ; in boyhood and early youth it was 
almost my sole occupation. Even as late as my 
residence in Salem, I was accustomed to plant and 
cultivate a portion of ground. The great charm 
of the farmer's calling, is that it brings him in 
such close contact with nature ; his labor, so health- 
ful and invigorating, being performed to the soft 
hymns and sacred melodies that creation ever 
chants in open fields and woodlands." 

My young readers may as well be reminded 
here that very many eminent men have evinced 
the same love of rural occupations. Gincinnatus, 
'*the noblest Roman of them all,'' when sought 
by the ambassadors who came to request him to 
accept the chief command, was found by them at 
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die plough. Washington was a planter and farmer 
of Virginia. Frederick the Great, of Prussia, 
raised melons with his own hand, at his farm of 
Sans Souei. Cicero, the most eloquent of the 
Roman orators, thought farming the most dignified 
employment that a freeman could adopt. 

There is nothing more healthful, both to body 
and mind, and it would be very well if all scholars 
had the opportunity of cultivating the soil for ex- 
ercise and recreation. No person can do so with- 
out becoming more intimately acquainted with the 
goodness of (rod as manifested in his works. The 
hand of man may indeed conmiit the seed to the 
ground, but it is the sunshine, which is the smile 
of Grod, that must develop the germ, the rain and 
dew of heaven that must nurture it and bring it 
up to a shrub, a flower, a tree, or an ear of com. 
The farmer sees how powerless are all the efforts of 
man without the help of Providence, and he learns 
to estimate the dependence of man upon his Crea- 
tor, as well as the beneficence of that being who 
has promised that '^ seed-time and harvest shall 
never fail." The tendency of rural occupations 
is to make men true, and good, and pious. They 
are great helps to the development of a sound 
mind and sound body. 

He was what every one should be, a great student 
8 
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of nature ; the teachings that he received at her 
feet in youth he garnered up in his heart, to be 
repeated, to be illustrated, and illumined with new 
light from the brightness of his intellect, to be 
poured forth again to thousands who required so 
eloquent an interpreter. He had learned a lesson 
he could never forget, from the beautiful creations 
of God, of his fatherly affection. The fierce mid- 
night storm, with its thunder-peals and lightning- 
flashes, had no terror for him ; he knew better than 
to interpret it as a manifestation of the wrath and 
vengeful fury of the Deity, for he knew that it 
was to be followed by a purer and healthier atmos- 
phere, by the glowing bow of promise, and by 
brighter smiles from the unshadowed sun. 

His study of nature, in all her varied forms, 
was only second in intensity to his study of the 
sacred Scriptures, and thus he was ever found 
illustrating one by the other. Let my young 
readers peruse the following from his pen, and 
observe how naturally he drew his conclusions, how 
plain his illustrations : 

" If our Creator has so bountifully provided for 
our existence here, which is but momentary, and 
for our temporal wants, which will all soon be for- 
gotten, what has he not done for the security of our 
immortal state, and for our enjoyment in the ever- 
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lasting world ? Pause, and behold what boundless 
scenes of riches and glory are opening to our view 
in Jesus, by whom life and immortality are brought 
to light ! We have seen the brightness of the 
morning sun, have known the renovating majesty 
of his noontide rays, have seen a fair creation blest 
with his universal light and heat ! But this is 
only a symbol of the Sun of Righteousness ; his 
brightness is above that of the morning sun, his 
heat is more renovating than the rays of the noon. 
In him our heavenly Father hath given unto us 
eternal life. As the life of the natural is in the 
sun, so the life of the moral creation is in Jesus, 
the light of the world, the life of man. If the 
earth be full of the goodness ot the Lord, have we 
not in this a fair specimen of the rest of his vast 
creation ? Have we any reason to believe that the 
earth is more favored with the divine goodness 
than any other part or parts of creation ? No, 
surely we have not. All those worlds which sparkle 
in the wide expanse of heaven are full of the good- 
ness of the Lord ; and if time be all full of divine 
goodness, so is eternity ; and if God be universally 
good, temporally speaking, so is he in relation to 
spiritual things. What infinite reason have we to 
exercise our hearts in gratitude to Grod, and our 
affections in love to him, who giveth us all things 
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richly to enjoy ! With what propriety may we 
say, * Let everything that hath breath praise the 
Lord!"' 

The principle of Gkxi's perfect, unchanging and 
eternal love of man, was the great discovery of his 
earliest manhood, the object of his self-imposed 
mission, the inspiration and solace of his labors, 
the spirit and joy of his existence. His adaman- 
tine belief in this great idea, daily strengthening 
* by the study of God's works and word, was his 
shield and spear. It touched his lips with living 
fire, as he stood in the pulpit, or beneath the blue 
canopy of heaven, where he often preached, in the 
solitude of his study, in the busy haunts of men ; 
it fed the flickering lamp of life when it waned 
with severe exertion, and it shone like the bright- 
est star of heaven on his dying bed. It was no 
solitary joy ; the treasure he had found he jour- 
neyed through the land to share with others. 
From his lips the glad tilings ran through every 
nook and comer ; and he lived, as we have seen, long 
enough to hear the accents caught up by the wil- 
ling and &.ithful watchmen of the gospel, and the 
cry of *' All 's well ! '* echo from port to port, from 
battlement to battlement, on the castles of Zion, 
through the vast circumference of his native land. 
He saw his denominational congregation swollen 
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from a little band of eager listeners to an audi- 
tory numbering hundreds of thousands. He saw 
the shadows of unbelief flying from the face of 
truth, as the mist of morning disappears before the 
rising sun. And he felt joyful, but not proud or 
elated, in the consciousness that his sacred mission 
had been crowned with such complete success, and 
that multitudes recognized the truth which he first 
annunciated, that the law of Ood was the law 
of love ! 

His advent in the religious world was the com- 
mencement of a new era in the church ; and from 
that day, and from that hour, the little glimmering 
of the light of truth which was seen as a&r off 
grew daily larger, and brighter, and clearer, as, 
in the onward journey of his years and his under- 
standing, he came to behold the gospel as it is in 
Christ, and to preach it to the world. Nature 
about him had taught this impartial grace and 
goodness of God for ages upon ages, but the tongues 
of men had been fabricating and declaring another 
creed. It was no new truth that he illustrated and 
believed ; but he gave it oral form, and depicted 
it before men's eyes. 

To the place of his birth Mr. Ballon was fondly 
attached, and he often visited it during the latter 
years of his life, in company with his children. He 
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seemed thrice happy among those well-remembered 
hills and dales, where ^' the dreams of youth came 
back again." Aside from the &ct of its being the 
home of his childhood, which in itself will strew 
with roses the bleakest spot in Christendom, the 
valley of his nativity had many picturesque and 
glowing natural beauties, of a character to impress 
the lover of nature with admiration. Here he had 
set his snares at the skirts of yonder wood, and 
here made his morning ablutions in the clear run- 
ning brook. Adown the crevices of this huge old 
rock, when a little boy, surfeited with the abund- 
ance of wild strawberries, he had pressed out their 
juice, and adown the green crevices in the mossy 
stone the red liquid had made its way. 

These old stumps, now decayed, and, like him- 
self, passing away, once bore the orchard-fruit that 
he had watched with anxious eye to its ripening. 
And this mass of rocks, this ruined cellar, is the 
only remnant left of the cot where he was bom. 
Not a stone nor a tree was forgotten, — not one 
but brought back its peculiar legend to his quick- 
ened heart. And here was the old burial-ground, 
on the hill-side, where the dust of his father and 
kindred repose. With what awe had he ever 
looked upon that place when a boy ! How many 
times strolled thoughtfully among the rank grass 
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and moss-grown slabs, whose gray old forms, now 
bending hither and thither with age, gave &int 
and feeble token of the names of those long, long 
since passed away. 

It would almost seem as if the deprivations and 
hardships of his youthful days must have thrown 
an unhappy spell about his early home, and as 
though the memories that came up to him from 
the long vista of years would be laden with 
recollections of want and severe trial, of personal 
endurance, of scanty food and more scanty cloth- 
ing ; in short, of all the stem realities of his child- 
hood's home. But this was very far from being 
the case with him. He has often said to us, in 
relation to this subject, that he deemed his life at 
that time anything but unhappy, — that what 
now appeared to be so great hardships, by com- 
parison, were then but trifling discomforts, and 
matters of course. He was never inclined to set 
up for a martyr, or to gather any credit for having 
endured patiently, and risen in time above the for- 
tunes of his youth. He could only recall this pe- 
riod of his life with feelings of pleasure. 

" How I used to cherish a kind word from my 
father, when I was a boy ! " says Mr. Ballon. 
^' He was in some respects an austere man ; and. 
when I was born, being the youngest of our large 
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family, he had got to be adyanced in years, and 
looked with a more serious and practical eye on 
the events of life and all things about us. He 
was puritanic, strictly religious, as he interpreted 
the meaning of that word, and his mind was ever 
engrossed upon serious matters. But when he put 
his hand sometimes upon my head, and told me I 
had done well, that the labor I had performed 
might have been more poorly done by older hands, 
or that I was a good and faithful boy, my heart 
was electrified beyond measure ; and I remember 
his words and smile, even now, with delight." 

How the simplicity and purity of the man shine 
forth in this little paragraph ! 

While on a visit to this spot, accompanied by 
his second son, Bev. Massena B. Ballou, in 1848, 
he lingered long and thoughtfully among the tomb- 
stones, and at last said, **I believe I could sleep 
sweeter here, among the hills of Cheshire, by the 
side of my early home and kindred, than in the 
grounds of Mount Auburn." . And this was, in 
truth, characteristic of him and of his feelings, as 
the reader will have gathered ere this. A retir- 
ing spirit governed him at all times, unmoved by 
one single prompting of ambition or a desire for 
fame, and only zealous in the service of his Lord 
and Master. His works he desired to leave be- 
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hind him as perfect as might be, because he hoped 
that, even after he had himself ceased to live, thej 
might be productive of good to his fellow-men ; 
but it was the common memento he wished to leave 
behind. '^I can hardly conceive of language," 
he says, '^ to express the flood of tender emotions 
that overflow my heart, when I look upon that val- 
ley and those well-remembered hills. I seem as 
if touched by some potent wand, and to be changed 
from age to youth again. It becomes impossible 
to realize the crowd of incidents and experiences 
that have thronged my pathway for more than half 
a century. I am once more in that frugal, happy 
home, where contentment ever smiled upon us, and 
the kind words of my brothers and the affection of 
my sisters more than compensated for what some 
would have considered not an enviable lot. Though 
that cottage is now levelled by Time's ruthless 
hands, yet how prominent it stands before my 
mind's eye ! That aged and beloved parent now 
rests on yonder hill-side. Those brothers and sis- 
ters,-— how various the fortune of each ! All, all 
have now passed that portal to which my own foot- 
steps are steadily wending." He was often in- 
spired to pour out his feelings in song, after visit* 
ing Richmond and the haunts of his youth, for his 
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heart was full of the memories of those days that 
had endeared the spot to him. 

In biographical writing there is often an obvious 
and studied obscurity in regard to some certain 
portion of the subject's life. The reason for such 
a course, on the part of the author, is very plain ; 
for there are few public men, who are deemed 
worthy the notice of a biographical record, who 
do not look back with regret, and often with deep 
mortification, to some heedless act of early life ; — 
some deed wherein the laws of right and wrong 
have been disregarded, and honorable and upright 
principles trampled under foot ; some thoughtless 
moment, when the tempter had found them with 
their armor off, and has led them into contact with 
evil that has pierced their defenceless bodies, and 
left there scars deep and rankling, as monuments 
of the frailty of their nature. 

In reference to this subject as it relates to Mr. 
Ballou, there is not one hour of his life which will 
not bear the scrutiny of strict justice. From his 
very boyhood he was remarkable for firmness of 
principle, and unwavering integrity of purpose. 
Had he a personal enemy in the world, that person 
could not point to a single act of his life that it 
would not give us pleasure to chronicle here ! 

Let it be the pride of my young readers to say, 
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'^ So will I live that this can be said of me, when 
I am gone ; such a name for virtue, honesty, up- 
rightness and truth, will I leave behind me." It 
is a resolve easy to make, mj young friends, and 
one which you can keep if you will. 

When we go back to his childhood, and follow 
the subject of this memoir step by step, and con- 
sider the very limited means he enjoyed for mental 
cultivation, and all the vicissitudes through which 
he passed, and contrast this view of his life with 
the station which he ultimately filled, and consider 
the works of his pen and mind, we are led to re- 
member that it has ever been the fate of genius to 
climb the rugged steeps of fame and honor under 
the greatest disadvantages; that the brightest 
gems the exploring mind has brought from the 
caves of knowledge, have been wrought, before 
they were given to the world, with the poorest 
means and the least available tools. It is the cir- 
cumstance of those very disadvantages that has 
elicited more mental diamonds than all the schools 
and richly-endowed institutions in the world. 

Though the difficulties and impediments that 
thus environ the path of genius seem like a heavy 
stone about the neck, yet they are very often like 
the stones used by the hardy pearl-divers, which 
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enable them to reach their prize, and to rise en« 
riched. 

As we have fully shown, Mr. Ballon started in 
life with no aids for the development of his men- 
tal energies. His circumstances were such as 
would have completely crushed a majority of gifted 
minds. Isolation, privation, the want of mental 
stimulus, surrounded him. The example and aid 
of elder scholarship was wanting. The steps to 
the temple of knowledge were hewn by his own 
hands out of the rugged and unyielding rock. He 
had no strong hand to grasp his own, and bear him 
up, and stay his tottering footsteps. Yet, with an 
iron grasp, he seized upon the rudiments of knowl- 
edge, and made them his own. 

Though almost constantly engaged at his study 
of the holy text, or in other reading and writing, 
still, so domestic was Mr. Ballon in his disposition 
and feelings, that he always took a lively interest 
in all the arrangements of the family, and in each 
one's well-being, seeking to cause as little unne- 
cessary labor as possible on his own account. No 
motives other than those of the kindest character 
could possibly have induced this thoughtfulness on 
his part ; for all those about him, even the servants, 
always deemed it a pleasure to serve him in his 
slightest expressed desire, while his children ever 
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sought to anticipate his wishes. In his directions 
to those called upon to attend him, there was none 
of the austerity or sternness of a master evinced in 
his manner of speech. The order direct we never 
heard from his lips, but, in giving directions, it 
was ever in the form of permission, — *^ You may 
do this, or you may hand me that; " and the ap- 
propriateness of this mode of speech was most 
apparent, since it was esteemed a privilege to us all 
to fulfil his desires. 

Strangers were ever impressed, on first meeting 
him, with his natural simplicity. They had heard, 
of course, much of Hosea Ballon, they had read 
his books, or his essays, through the newspaper 
press; by name and reputation they had long 
known him. Some had imagined him proud, aus- 
tere, and distant. They approached a man for the 
first time, who had reached to his extended span 
of life, to his experience and world-wide celebrity, 
with some degree of awe ; but his warm pressure 
of the hand, the tender and soft expression of his 
eye, the soothing and melodious voice, (that gentle, 
soothing, yet impressive voice, how strongly our 
senses recall it now !) the kind word, — these in- 
stantly dispelled any feeling of distance that might 
have arisen in the breast of the new-comer ; and 
he found impressed on every word he uttered, on 
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every lineament of his features, on every senti- 
ment of his heart, a spirit of divine simplicity. 

It is in perfect unison with the analogy of na- 
ture that the sunset of life should be more cheerful 
and joyous than the meridian. The sweetest notes 
of the nightingale are heard at evening, the woods 
put on their most cheerful aspect in the autumn 
of the year, and the sun is the brightest when 
about to sink beneath the horizon. It was at this 
period of life that Mr. Ballou seemed to have ar- 
rived at the goal of his ambition, actuated only by 

*< Those calm desires that ask but little room ;*' 

The principles which he had so long and so strenu- 
ously advocated prevailing beyond all precedence, 
his family happily settled in life about him, and 
himself respected and beloved by an entire de- 
nomination as a faithful disciple of Christ and a 
true Christian. 

It was in these ripened days of his experience 
that his counsel was sought by all, laity and clergy, 
in private and in public. His activity and anxiety 
to be about his Master's business carried him con- 
stantly into the midst of all important denomina- 
tional assemblies ; and here he was ever received, 
both his presence and his counsel, with profound 
respect. If there was contention, misunderstand- 
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ing, or diflBculty of any sort, all eyes were turned 
upon him who sat so quietly and thoughtfully in 
their midst ; he was their peace-maker ; his calm 
voice stilled the tempest, his finger pointed the 
way towards the right. 

More fortunate than many whose works have 
enriched the world, we have seen that Mr. Ballou 
lived long enough to enjoy an honorable fame. 
Long before he died the voice of calumny was 
hushed. He had accomplished what Burke had 
advised for the refutation of slander, — he had 
" lived it down." The shafts of malice fell harm- 
less from the shield of his unspotted conscience. 
He had achieved a greater triumph yet than the 
surviving of the assaults aimed against his reputa- 
tion as a man; he lived to behold the truth be had 
so advocated, in which and for which he lived, 
adopted by hundreds of thousands as the staflF of 
their lives and the rock of their salvation. 

He has gone from our midst ! His stately form 
will no more gladden our eyes, the music of his 
voice will no more warm our hearts, the pressure 
of his hand will no more answer responsively to 
ours. But he has departed, full of years and 
fame, to that bright world above, whose glory was 
the theme of his existence. Emulating the virtues 
which his well-ordered and beautiful life exhibited, 
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cherishing the gospel truths in all their punty, 
simplicity and attractiveness, as he taught them, 
may we improve our own lives by the recollection 
of his, and open our hearts to the still yet eloquent 
sermon he now preaches to us from the silent tomb ! 
And let that sacred belief, which he taught us to 
rely upon and to hold as most dear to our hearts, 
fill us with a hope and assurance of a final and 
happy reunion with him in heaven ! 

Above all, let my young readers dwell upon his 
example in childhood, of patience, perseverance, 
industry, and studiousness, which he evinced; 
observe how thoroughly he improved his humble 
advantages, and to what noble results this led him 
to attain. It would be diflScult to portray a life 
which is better suited to the contemplation of youth, 
or which would oflFer stronger incentives in its ex- 
ample to virtue and uprightness. 
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